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Abriefe examination 4 1 


tyme, of a certaine declaration, 


lately put in print in the name and des 


Fence of certaine Minifters in London, refus 
ſyng to weare the apparell 
preſ cribed by the lawes 
and orders of the 
Realme. | 


Jn the ende is repozted, the iudgement of 
two notable learned fathers, P. doctour Bucer, 
and P. doctour Partir, ſometpme in epther S 
vniuerſtties here of England the kynges 
readers and pzofeſſours of diuinitie, 


tranſlated out of the oztginals, 
waitten by thepz owne 


banden, purpoſely . gps Ce fe "1 
debatyng this Kr 7 24, c., | 


controuer⸗ 


ſie, EY 7 "- pred nal > *þ | 1 


Paul. Rom. | "i 
= = . 
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The counſell of S. Auſten vnto 
Fanuarie. . Epiſtola.n8. 
SF Vehe thynges as haue diuer- 


ſitie of obſeruations, by reaſon of the di- 
p uerſitic of Landes and Countreys, as of 
> faſtyng on the Sabboth daye, or at other 
H days: Of communicating euery day, Sun- 
day or Saterday, or other wyſe: all theſe 
thynges haue freedome in obſeruation. And certes, there is 
no maner diſcipline or vſage in theſe thynges more agreable 
vnto a graue and prudent chriſtian man, then that he attem- 
per hym ſelfe to the orders of that Church whereto he ſhall 
chaunce to reſort. For by S. Ambroſe counſell, a man ought 
to obſerue that maner whiche he ſeeth that Churche to vſe 
vrhereto he chaunceably commeth,yf he wyll not be ſlaunde- 
rous to any man, or any man be ſlaunderous vnto hym. As 
for me (ſaith S. Auſten) when I diligentlye bethought my 
ſelfe of this ſentence, I haue alway had it in ſuch veneration, 
as yfT had receyued it as an oracle heauenly ſent from God. 
For I haue perceyued, euen to my great ſorow and heanynes, 
much diſquietyng of the weake to be cauſed by the contenti- 
ous ſtubbernes and ſuperſtitious feare of certayne brethren, 
which rayſe vp ſo braulyng queſtions, that they thynke no- 
thing to be well done but what they do them ſelues: and that 
in ſuch matters which can come to no certayge ende, neither 
by the aucthoritie of holy Scripture, nor by the tradition of 
the vniuerſall Church, nor tende to any commoditie of the 
reformation of lyfe. Vet is this diſturbaunce made, becauſe 
ſome one hath deuiſed within hym ſelfe ſome maner of rea- 
fon whatſoeuer it be, eyther for that he hymſelfe in his one 
countrey accuſtomed ſo to do, or els ſawe other do, in ſome 
ſuch place where he hath trauelled: The whiche, the farther 
it was from his owne countrey, ſo muche the better learned 


he thought that place to be. 
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To the Chriſtian reader. 


ſaple of Salomon, contrari⸗ 
dus to it ſelt᷑ at the firſt ſight, 
mape haue place to be allea⸗ 
ged out of the. xx vi. Chapter 
— loft his Pzouerbes, that is. 
Ne reſpondeas ſtulto iuxta 
ſtultitiam ſuam, ne efficiaris 
ei ſimilis (And againe) Reſ- 
ponde ſtulto iuxta ſtultitiam 
ſui, ne ſibi ſapiens eſſe vide- 
atur. Aunſwere not a foole 
acco2dpng to his foolpſhnes, leſt thou be made lyke to hym. 
And agapne: Aunſwer a foole accozdyng to his foolythnes, 
leſt he may ſceme to himſelf to be wiſe: Jt may now of good 
congruence be verified in the cauſe vttered in queſtion foz 
o2der of miniſters apparell, It is not vnknowen what ar- 
gumentes and concluſions, what letters and wz2ptynges 
haue ben vſed and toſſed from man to man in ſecrete ſoꝛt, foꝛ 


" * 4 


theſe two 02 thꝛee peres, to diſpꝛoue the libertie of the chyl⸗ 


d2en of God in the vſe of externe thynges, to connel the 
obedience that true Subiectes ſhoulde perfourme to the auc- 
thozitie of theyꝛ Pꝛince, ⁊ to the lawes of the Realme eſta⸗ 
blyſhed, to the diſcredityng and condemnation of ſuch which 
in a whole conſcience thynke it lawefull foz them to weare, 


and pet charitably bearyng with the weaknes of ſuch whole 


conſciences are entangled with fearcfull ſcrupuloſitie tos 
warde the ſame. The ſmall weyght of they? reaſons and 
argumentes ſo ſet out, they2 cauſe ſo harde to defende with 
learnpng (ſo. many graue wzpters of iudgement agapnſte 
them) the matter fullye debated by the beſt learned men of 
the Realme of late, with thoꝛder of the counſaple taken in 
the tyme of bleſſed memozte kyng Edwarde, and fully con- 
cluded ; cauſed diners men (beyng pet offended with ſuche 

; vnaduiſed 
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To the Reader. 


vnaduiſed w2ytynges) to holde theyz pennes, without moze 
confutyng oꝛ diſpꝛouyng the ſame, as was eaſpe foz them to 
do: partly ſtayed by the fyꝛſt part of Salomons counſaple: 
Ne reſpondeas ſtulto iuxa ſtultitiam ſuam, ne efficiaris ei ſi- 
milis. Pea mozeouer, charitie bozne to the aucthours of ſuch 
w2ytynges, moued ſome men to kepe pactence, and the 
tounſaple of S. Paule helde others in ſcilence, whereas he 
chargeth his ſcoler Timothy thus: Stultas ct ineruditas que- 
ſtiones reſpue, ſciens eas parere _ : porro ſeruũ domini 
nõ oportet pugnare, ſed placidũ eſſe erga omnes, propenſum 
ad docendum, tolerantem malos cum manſuetudine, erudi- 
entẽ eos qui obſiſtunt, ſi quando det illis deus pænitentiam 
ad agnoſcendum veritatem, et reſipiſcant a diaboli laqueo, 
capti ab eo ad ipſius voluntatem. Foolyſhe and vnlearned 


queſtions put from thee, remembꝛyng that they do but gen⸗ 


der ſtrpfe: foꝛ the ſeruaunt of the Loꝛde muſt not ſtrpue, but 
muſt be peaceable vnto all men, and apt to teache, and one 
that can ſuffer the enyll in mekenes, and can infourme them 
that reſyſt, yf that God at any tyme wyll geue them re pen⸗ 
taunce foꝛ to knowe the trueth, that they map come to them 
ſelues agayne out of the ſnare of the deuyll, which are nowe 


taken of hym at his wyll. 


To enfozce this text at this tyme in the particuler appli⸗ 
png therof,ſhalbe ſpared pet, foz hope of their amendement 
who haue diſo2derlpe behaued them ſelues. To eragerat 
the matter agaynſte them, with muche alleagyng learned 
mens iudgementes (many dead,ſome yet alyue) otherwyſe 
then to inſtruct them by a few repozted, ſhall alſo be ſpared, 


as it would haue ben wyſhed, the matter wholly myght ra⸗ 


ther with ſcilence haue ben ſtyll burped. But now the pꝛo⸗ 
uocation of a treatiſe ſo ſolemlpe aduouched, ſo confidentlye 


1. Tim. ii. 


affirmed, of very late ſo publiquely by pzynt diuulged and 


diſpearſed, hath made this wzyter nowe to thynke it hygh 
tyme, to call to rememb:aunce the latter part of Salomons 
ſentence : Reſponde ſtulto iuxta ſtultitiam ſuam, ne vide- 
atur ſibi ſapiens : Not yet pzofeſſyng by this 9 to 
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To the Reader. 


ſay halfe ſo much as myght be ſpoken in the compzehenſton 
of the cauſe, noꝛ takyng ſo much aduauntage agapnſt that 
inconfiderat wzptyng, as it myght deſerue to be charged: 
but bꝛiełelp to put to the aucthours conlideration the weak- 
nes ok the reaſons, the ſophiſticatid of the arguments of that 


diſcourſe, bnwozthy of it ſelfc (to ſape the trueth) to be once 
aunſwered, as beyng ſo waitten, as enery man (but ſuch as 
be eyther to parcialip bent to the cauſe, oꝛ fo2 lacke of lear- 


uyng can not erpende the ſubſtaunce of the wzytyng) mape 
percepue that it muſte nedes fall to rupne ⁊ decape of credite 
of it ſelfe, though no man ſhould bende any fo:ce at it, c how 
ſocucr (in the heate which is now taken) thought to be wit⸗ 
tyly, graucly, tnuincibly wzytten, but woꝛthy in deede to be 
put out in the name of ſuch, who it would ſpecially defende. 
Pk pe aſke me whom J coulde thinke to be vnder the pꝛotec⸗ 
tion thereof: Surely J can not ſec, that diuers ſuche as be 
learned, and commonly iudged to be amongeſt this number, 
can muche iop to fight vnder that banner, oz to runne with 
them to that marke they ſhoote at. Fo2 it is certapne, that 
many whom this male route, named London Miniſters, 


woulde haue iopned with them foz theyz moze honeſtie, 
be karre from thepz determinations in this queſtion, neither 


ſo handling it, noz ſo woulde conclude in this cauſe as they 
do: Who howſocuer (ſome of them) do pet a litle ſtay at the 


vling of this apparel in themſelues,yet be not of their tudges | 
ment to condemne the thyngs of wyckednes, nether in them 


ſclues, no2 in the vſe ot the, as the Miniſters in this Church 
of Englande be called nowe to weare them, And therefoze 
howſocuer they woulde wyſhe a libertie to theyz owne con⸗ 
ſciences reſerued, tyll they may ſee moze in the cauſe, pet be 
they karre of to condemne thepꝛ bꝛothers, whoſe conſciences 


can ſerue them foꝛ obedience ſake to vle them, And therfoꝛe 
J mult nodes wppe a great many out of their bzothevhood, 


in their ſingularities contepned in this laſt wziting,and ſap; 
They be but a very kewe in them ſelues, other then ſuch as 
haue ben eyther vnlearnedly bzought vp, moſt in pzophane 

occupas 
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To the Reader. 


occupations, 02 ſuche as be puffed vp in an arrogancie of 


them ſelues, peraduenture chargeable to ſuche vanities of 
aſſertions,as at this tyme F wyll ſpare to charge them. God 


graunt they do not by this degree, fall to the ſectes of Ana⸗ 


baptiſtes,o2 Libertines, wherevnto ſome wyſe and zelous 
men of they2 owne frendes +4 Patrones, feare they do make 
poſte haſte, one day,openly to pꝛofeſſe. UWherevpon the ad⸗ 
uerſaries of true religion can winne no great reiopte at theſe 
mens ouerſightes, as beyng but a very fewe, and counted in 
deede none ofthe ſincere and learned pꝛoteſtauntes, howſo- 
euer foꝛ a tyme they ſeemed to be amongeſt vs. Foꝛ though 
they be gone out from vs, pet they were belpke neuer of vs. 
So that the aduerſaries ſhall haue the whole ſtate of the 
Cleargie in place and reputation, fo2 learnyng, wpſdome, 
and grauitie, conco2dely iopned to be wholly agaynſt them, 
to defende the ſinceritie of the Goſpel, though a fewe of theſe 
make ſuche adoo in our Churche (as ſtozies make mention, 
was euer wont ſome to ryſe in ſundzy tymes to trouble the 
ſtate of their Churches, where they dwelt.) And good it were 
that theſe Engliſhe Louaniſtes, dpd not to muche delpght 


them ſelues with any hye retopſinges, as though the Pꝛince 


woulde foz diſpzoupng of a fewe counterkaites, difipke the 
Whole ſtate of the reſt of the Cleargie, who ſhall by Goddes 
grace be able ynough to defende the true religion ofthe Gol⸗ 
pell,whiche they maye heare howe the Pꝛince doth pꝛofeſſe 
dayly and openlp, to maintaine and defende to the vttermoſt 
tote of the woꝛde of God, with renouncing aſwell all foz- 
rayne aucthozitie,as all fozrapne doctrine, not ſurely groun⸗ 
ded bpon this ſtable rocke of Gods wozde. Thepꝛ fawning 
flatterie pzefaces,they2 greatly conceyued hopes, they; buſie 
diſpꝛapſyng of better learned then them ſelues be, can not ſo 


hewitche wyſe mens heades, oꝛ hartes, but they can diſcerne 


trueth from falſehood, deuotion from ſuperſtition, papiſtrye 
from the Goſpell, tiran1y from diſcipline, Chꝛiſt from An⸗ 


by whom ye delyght to flaunder the learned, howe lytle — 
| i ; thin 


tich2ilt. And therefoze ſirs, it ye knewe howe fewe theſe are, 


| To the Reader. 
| thinke the reſt of the Apoſtles diſcredited, though Judas fell 
out from them, and howe theſe be regarded and accompted 
of (ſo long as they thus continue) and finally, howe lytle 
we ſhall iop of them, and vſe them, to take the Goſpell in des 
fence agaynſt you: Me woulde not be ſo buſie to fnfarce in 
your bookes the repꝛoche of theſe men, to lade other with 
4 | enupe, the bzeath of whoſe pennes, ve ſhall neuer be able to 
aunlwere, ſap and wꝛyte what ye tan. Pour bookes ſo faſt 
* and haſtyly ſent ouer in great numbers (beyng not muche | 
| | feared fo2 any ſubſtaunce that is in them) may fo2 a time re- 
3 llieue pou to your ſuſtentation, map be gatneful to yourPzin- | 
| ters x Pedlours, may peraduenture teoparde your frendes, 
) | within this pour naturall Countreyp; foz readpng and che⸗ 
riſhing matter agaynſt theyꝛ owne ſuretie, and agaynſt the 
tate of the Realme; But trueth is to hye ſet, fo2 you to 
placke her out of heauen, to manyfeſtlye knowen to be by 
pour papers obſcured,and to ſurely ſtabliſhed, to dꝛowne her 
in the mpꝛie lakes of your Sophiſticall licozous wattinges. 
_, _Howſoeuer ye emboſſe out your glozious ſtiles, they be but 
1. Tim. vl. Superuacanez conflictationes hominũ mente corruptorum, 
quibus adempta eſt veritas, qui exiſtimãt quæſtũ eſſepietatẽ, 
with the foꝛepart ofthe tert there erpꝛelled, that is, but ſu⸗ 
perfiuous bꝛawlings of men peruerſe in hart, from who the 
| truth is withdꝛawen, which think that lucre is godlpnes. ec. 
PC. Pe were beſt to vnderſtand, Quod qui habitat in coelis. &c. 
irridebit omnes Iannes et Mambres, qui reſiſtunt veritati, 
homines mente corrupti, reprobi circa fidem, ſed non profici- 
ent amplius: ſiquidem amentia iſtorum euidens erit omnibus 
quemadmodum et illorum fuit . He whiche is in heauen, 
| hal deride all Jannes and Pambzes,which reſiſt the trueth, 
maen ol coxrupt mindes, repꝛobate in the fayth,but they ſhal 
| p2enayle no longer, foꝛ they2 madnes ſhalbe vtterly knowen 
to all men as theyꝛs was. Ye ſhoulde do well to remember 
Pfal.cxly. Quod dominus eſt qui cuſtodit veritatẽ, et quod veritas mag- 
. Eſdr. ui. na eſt et fortior pre omnibus, veritas enim manet, et inua- 
Jefcit ineternum, et viuit et obtinet in ſecula ſeculori, That 
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tt is the Loade whiche pꝛeſerueth the trneth,fo2 the trueth is 
of great fozce, and is ſtronger then all other thynges, foz 
veritie wyll remapne, wyll pꝛeuaple fozeuer, and wpll lyue 
and haue the victozy,wozalde without ende. But to dzawe 
to an ende, and to ſap ſome thyng to theſe vpon whom this 
labour ts beſtowed, who moſte glozyp of this gaye booke gf 
they2s, J ſhall wpſhe them to haue a reſpecte to they; foz- 


| mer callyng and pꝛoteſſion of the Goſpell. And as loue of 


grace and trueth (J truſt) dyd fyz induce them: ſo God 


| graunt that they do not finally fight agapnſt this grace re- 
| cepned, and wylfullye peruerte the true ſinteritie of the 
| Goſpell,by treadyng not aright,onercome by humaine cogt- 


| tations, as was Peter foz a tyme, tyll 


5 
| 


te dyd repꝛehende 
him. Truſtyng that they wyll ſo ad 
neſt counſell of theſe two notable Fathers, Paiſter Bucer, 
and maiſter Partir, in this their purpoſed diſcuſſyng of the 


cauſe, that they wyll finally reſt in quiet, pzayſpng God 


in trueth and veritte, fozſakpng errour couered with 

zelous perſwaſton, to the ſaupng of thepz owne 
ſoules, to the reiopee of ſuch Chziltians 
to whom they haue ben teachers, 

as good ſubieates ought 

to do, to the glozy 
of God. To whom be all ho⸗ 
nour and dominion fog 
euer. Amen. 
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Churche, beſides 02 


A briefe ſumme of the 94 
2 Coꝛ.ꝝ. Iuxta poteſtatem. 
All thpnges in the Jephe.z, Jam ndn ele 
Churche ought 19< up. 4. Idem dedit. 
cdifie. 1. Coz. 14. Omnia fant. 
C Hynder the 
Theſe oꝛders do not Vend — «+ TO I 
edifie, fo2 that tber C Are monumentes of Adolatrie. Dent. xii, Ergo. 
Pꝛeceptes of men ( Deut.7, Aras evrum. 
mult not be recey- 3 Path.rs. Fruſtra me. 
ued. CEſap. 29. Appropinquat popul. 
Theſe are pꝛeceptes ot men. Ergo. 

Math. 18. Videte ne. 
Offences and ſuper- 1.C02.10, Omnia mihi. 
ſition ought to be 11.14. Bonum eſt non mand. 
auoeded, 2, Coz.6, Eandem remunerati. 

Theſe ozders offende, Ergo. 

Deut.4. Non addetis. 

Deut. 5. Non declinabis. 

i. Neg. iq. Domus Saul cuertitur quod declinabat. 


Nothyng muſte be 


3. Reg. . Reboam amittit.x. tri 
bꝛought into the 


4. Neg. ꝛc. Ezechias benedic. quod non declin. 
3. Neg. 22. Micheas noluit adulari 

Ezech. . Hæc dicit dominus. 

Bath.15.16, Chriſtus prædicat quæ pater mandat. 
Math. 28. Apoſtoli prædicant quæ iuſſit Chri 
1. Coz.u. Paulus tradit quæ accepit. 
Phil. z. Paulus ſequendus vt ſequitur Chriſtun. 
2. Co. 4. Paulus non prædicat ſeipſum. 


Lheſe oꝛders are beſydes and contrary to the Scripture · ec. Ergo. 


contrary. to Scr ip⸗ 


ture fo2 pʒinces ple⸗ 
ſures. 


Chaiſtian libertie 

muſtbe maintained, JJoh.19, Conſummatum eſt. 
whiche Chailt hath YGala.z, Chriſtus nos red. 
purchaſed foz vs, 
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Reg. o. Samuel ivas not knowen to be a pzo- | 
phete by Saule. „ 

4 Reg. i. Elias was not knowen by Dchozias * 

10 CE | 

ath. 3. John Baptiſt had no ſ 
In outwarde ap- Nlath. 26. Peter was knowen — ſpeache. 
parell there ought Hier. Euſtochiũ was wylled to haue no nota - 
tobe no differencc, ble apparell. DR, . 
as is pzoued thus, Tier. Parcella was tolde that at Hierulalem 
there was no dinerſitie of apparell. 2 
The Cleargie of Ranenna ſapde, they were ta © 
be diſcerned from the people by dodrine, 
not veſture, 19 
Cau. u. q. 4· Holy men ved meane e vyle apparell{ 


Particuler } They were taken .Gloſ. ord. in Ezech.4.4. |. - 
reaſons. from the Jewes oz Platinain vita Silueſt. 
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1 Y: 
20 7 vno2derly publiſhing of theſe your 
K ? well knowen, 
2 uernours of this Churche of Englande 
taketh, true and faythfull Piniſters from diſpite 
and repꝛoche, moued them to retayne and ſet fozth theſe oz- 
ders, as whercby (they; hope ts) Gods dilligent ſcruauntes, 
res 


accompliſhing allo other parties of their vocation,mpght 


Leppes Pzinces 
theyz lernice not only to 
tersof tayth: but alſo to 


. — 


lamented, and pzoſecuted with teares, then to be blaſed a- 
bzode in wazden, and vttered 
true here: Nos talem confi 


rs, whereby quietn 
gotten and mayntapned, which (as S. nne — 
X * 3 no 
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De cit, dei not the vſage of the Citie of God, touchyng maners, lawes, 
lib. i. cap. i and oꝛdinaunces, whereby the religion of the lining God. is 


not hurt: Leauing (J ſay) this, and pour conſideration to 
the iudgement of others, it ſhall be ſufficient at this tyme 
to weygh the groundes and reaſons, whiche you vſe in reku⸗ 
ſyng to weare apparell and garmentes, not nowe of the 
Popes Church, but of Chaiſtes Churche in Englande. 

It ſhall not be vnneceſſary to aduertiſe the Chziſtian 
reader, that in the declaration there are much papnes be⸗ 
ſtowed of theſe diſcourſours (where as very little needeth) to 
the intent peraduenture, other to aduaunce them ſelues in 
theyꝛ knowledge of Gods woꝛde, oz to nip and taunte theyz 
felowes and betters as vnlearned and fooles. Foz where as 
fewe oz none are ignoꝛaunt, that all thpnges ſhould be done 
to ediſie, no offences ſhoulde juſtly be genen, and Thaiſtian 
libertie ſhould alwayes be defended, 4 ſuch lyke: Pet in cons 
lit ming of theſe vndoubted truthes many woꝛdes are ſpent, 
when as lytle o2 nothyng is ſapd of that which in this cauſe 
and many others contapneth the controuerſie, that is of the 
Minor oz next pzopoſition : As whether theſe orders do edi- 
fie, do offende, or hurt Chriſtian libertie: 

M hertoꝛe thinke not much, if dyners ſentences of ſcrip⸗ 
ture tendyng to ſfabliſhe one trueth not denyed at this time, 
be bziefelp collected and aunſwered together. Foz thoſe 
thinges ought and ſhalbe erpended,whiche make any thyng 
at all to the pithe of the matter, 

The fy2lt diſcourſe here, is of edifipng oz bupldyng the 
Churche of Chziſt,which all faythfull Piniſters do acknow⸗ 
ledge to be theyꝛ bounden duetie and ſeruice, accozdyng to 
the graces of God beſtowed vpon them, and neuer to hinder 
and plucke downe awhit : wherof much moze myght be ſaid 
then is here rchearſed, if it were nedefull to wade further in 
ſo wozthy a matter, 

Merewithall in textes and erpoſitions, you woulde not 

atly haue enlarged your booke, pt it had not ben to make 
al gods wozkemen ſautng your ſelues ſuſpected to the wozld, 


x. -. ee. 


_ 
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as pluckers downe and deſtroyers of Gods moſt holy Tem⸗ bebe 
ple, buylded vppon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pꝛo⸗ Phe. i. 
phetes: when as thzough the grace of God wonkyng in them 
by true and ſounde doctrine in this apparell and oꝛders, ma⸗ 


nye earneſt labourers of the loꝛdes, do trauayle to bzyng his 
people to the full knowledge of Ch2yſt, howſoeuer you haue Ephe. iii. 


entangeled and accombzed the conſciences of your hearers. 

Do then to the two fy2ſt places, that be out of the ſecond 
and fourth Chapter to the @pheſtans,no moze needeth to be 
ſpoken, but that all the carefull buplders in this Churche of 
Chzyſt, whiche haue other tommaunded oz recepued theſe 
lawfull oꝛders, fpaſt (as they haue befoze time) ſo do ſtill take 
paynes to amplifie and beautitie the ſponſe of Chziſt, with 
the pꝛecious iewels of ſpirituall wyſedome: And ſecondly do 
tterly fozſake vapne, vngodlp, and vnp2ofitable inuentions 
of man, whiche two thynges pou ſeeme to require by pour 
note in a true pzeacher, and can not denye them (pf pou be 
not wylfull) to be in very many vſpng this appareil. 

* Upon this vniuerſall ſentence : That Chriſtes Miniſters 
muſt builde vp and not pull downe, pou determine that Ui- 
cars, Curates, and parythe Paicſtes ought to admit no oz- 
ders whiche may not manyfeſtly appeare vnto them that 
they do edifie : Geuyng enery man in his paryſhe an abſo⸗ 
lute aucthozitie, muche moze then thep had befoze the pꝛo⸗ 
phecie was fulfilled : Kynges ſhalbe thy Nurſefathers, and Eſai. xlix. 
Queenes thy Nurſes. | 

Pet you fearyng the inconueniences that mult nedes 
lowe ſo an abſurde an opinion, remember pour (clues in the 
next lynes and ſape: That yf you myght but conceyue an 
hope, that the vſe of theſe thynges myght helpe forwarde 
the Lordes buyldyng;you woulde not refuſe them.. So one 
tyme, all ozders not manifeſtly ediſtyng, mult be condemp⸗ 
ned, another tyme pf pon may hope that they wyll do well, 
you will admit them. This pour chaungeable opinion well 
weyed,differeth not muche from that ſtraunge ſaying of the 
Donatiſtes, of whoſe number one T:iconus ſayde: Quod Aug. Epi. 


volumus lui. 


. 
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volunms ſanctum eſt. What we wyll is holy. 

Jf you had ben in d. Auguſtines time, when the Church 
was burthened with humaine pꝛeſumptions, ſo that the 
condition of the Jewes was moze tollerable (as he wytnef- 
feth) then the ſtate of Chziſtes Church in thoſe dayes: belike 
you would not haue continued pꝛeachyng and miniſtring as 
he and other did,becanſe thoſe burthens were not at the fpzlt 
daſhe cleane taken from pour ſhoulders. But he learned and 
taught other that: Multa tolleranda, vbi facultus non datur 
reſecandi: Pany thynges muſte be bozne, when ozderlp 
meanes do not ſerue to cut them of. Vea, he tryed by expe⸗ 
rience, that ſome tymes p2ofitable alteryng of ſuch thynges 
as were long accuſtomed, bzead trouble in the Churche by 
newenes of chaunge,as theſe his woꝛdes teſtiſie. Ipſa quip- 
pe mutatio conſuetudinis etiam quæ adiuuat vtilitate, noui- 
tate perturbat: / the very chaunge of cuſtome, as it may 
do good foz the pꝛofite thereof, ſs it may make much trouble 
foz the newnes therof, Thus this learned father would haue 
men to expect in alteration, done by publike aucthoaitie, con⸗ 
uenient tyme and ſcaſon, in matters that myght be tolleras 
ted without Gods heauy diſpleaſure, | 

Here befoze pou ſhewe what ruine and deſtruction of 
gods building theſe fewe o2ders lawfully eniopned do make: 
frankelp pou graunt, all theſe thynges refuſed nowe of pou, 
to be of thepꝛ owne nature indifferent,and that they map be 
bled, oz not vſed as occaſion ſhall ſerue. 

It is harde to ſay whether this be the mpnde of all the 
ſhanking « refuſing Piniſters of London, who are knowen. 
herein not to be of one iudgement: Bea it is affirmed of you 


* Alitle after in pour declaration, that they be monumentes of 


Idolatrp, and ſo to be vttcrly deſtroped: that thep be contra⸗ 
rye to Dcripture, and ſo alſo not to be receyued, thaugh: 
Pꝛynces commaunde them. 

A man myght aſke of you what vſe that ts whiche cau- 


. feth theſe thynges nowe not to be indifferent: the vſe that 
bath ben, oz the vie that ther are nowe appoynted vuto ? — 
| | 1 
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the indifferencie of theſe oꝛders hange vpon the vſe: then we 


muſk loke wherevnto they are ozdeyned, and not wherein 
they were befoze abuſed, 

Nowe are you come to the chiefe popnt of the firſt ar- 
gumẽt, which is as pou ſap, that Chriſtes Church is not edi- 
fed by theſe garmentes: Which aſſertion you go about to 
p e two wapes. Fyzſt, becauſe the ſimple Chziſtians 
are greeued, and are redy thereby to fall from Chziſt. 

Theſe whom vou tearme ſimple Chziltians, are thoſe, 
who(as may well appeare)perſwade theſelues to haue deepe 
knowleage in Gods woꝛde, to haue growen to ſo certayne 
a perfection, that they can and wyll ſodepnlye iudge of all 
men, and of all doctrine, and they thynke them ſelues to be 
ſetteled and quieted in greater matters then theſe. They ſee 


7; weyghtyer thynges in the Church (yk they ſee any thyng at 


all) whereat they may be greeued, as other good men are, 
and pet mult be contented, tyll God graunt ſitte aud o2derly 
meanes to remoue them, with charitie to beare, left the vni⸗ 


tie ot Chꝛiſtes Church ſhoulde be rent vpon cuery lyght ok⸗ 


kence, and hoꝛrible ſciſme foꝛ trifles be bꝛought in. 

But the ſimple in deede, who are pet to be fedde with 
mylke, who haue not though cuſtome they2 wittes ererct- 
ſed, are ſoze greeued, and that iuſtlpe, feepng vou not re- 
cepue indifferent and comely ozders ; Df whiche ſozt, thou⸗ 
ſandes are dzpuen backe, by ſuche kynde of diſobedience as 
yours is, whyles you wylfally withdzawe your ſelues from 


pour dueties and charge of Gods bcloned chyldꝛen and the 


deare flocke of Chaiſt : wherin if vou haue taught your No- 
uices that theſe ozdinaunces, ⁊ ſuch other, are ſuperfluous, 
idolatrious, and ſuperſtitious, when they are fo2 decencie 
and oꝛder ſake bylawfull aucthozitie thus left (vpon whiche 
teachyng their offence may ariſe): you ought nowe on gods 
behalfe otherwapes to infourme them. But yk they be 


taught to take theſe thynges as Gods woꝛde doth pꝛeſcribe, 


then pour wearyng ſhall not be the woundyng of thep2 con- 
ſciences, nepther by Gods grace ſhal vou neede to feare the 
* + +1 n. 
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heauy curſe of God, wherof you waite. 

I p2ay God it be not (as at S. Auguſtines tyme) that 
this troublyng of the weake, come not by the contentious 
obſtinacie of ſome bzethzen, as is befoze ſapde. | 

Secondly ; Lou woulde haue vs thynke that the recey- 
uyng of theſe orders doth not edifie, becauſeſas you imagine) 
the obſtinate papiſte ( halbe confirmed in his opinion. This 
thyng is caſyer and oftener ſaide ol pou, then pzoued as pet. 
Foz truely this may be a meanes rather to wynne the ad- 


uerſaries from they2 errours, when they (ce vs without ſu⸗ 


perſtition oꝛ any neceſſitie,turne thoſe thinges to good vſes, 
which they fowly abuſed, and heare vs condemne in open 


pꝛeachyng, that which they let ſo much by. And vppon this 


cauſe it ſeemeth, the Apoſtles vſed long after Chaiſtes aſcen⸗ 
tion the Ceremonies of Poiſes, and that in the Temple, to 
wynne to Chꝛyſt the obſtinate Jewes. The hiſtozies Eccles 
ſiaſticall alſo haue diners experiences, howe much our aun⸗ 
cient fathers increaſed Chꝛiſtes Churche by ſuch godly pol⸗ 
licic. Mente it was, that they plucked not downe all the 
Tewylhe Sinagoges and Heathenpſhe Temples, but turs 


ned them to the ſeruice of God: that they altered theya keaſt 


dapes: that they chaunged their rites to Godlye purpoſes, 
And that this myght be done, it appeareth by S. Auguſtine 
to Publicola, ſaping: Cum vero iſta vel in honorem veri dei 


conuertuntur, hoc de illis fit, quod de ipſis hominibus, cum 


ex ſacrilegis et impũs in veram religionem mutantur:When 
theſe thinges be conuerted vnto the honour of the true God, 
it is of them as it is ot the parties them ſelues, whan they 
were befoze committyng ſacrilege and impietie, nowe they 
be conucrted into true religious perſons. Theſe fathers 


thought not them ſelues in ſuche thynges vnder the com⸗ 


maundement which God gaue his peaple to pꝛactiſe in the 


land of Canaan, x therfoze durſt not with an heroical ſpirite 


deſtroy all that the Heathen had inuented befoze: But dyd, 
Vindicare tanquam ab iniuſtis poſſeſſoribus in vſum ſuum, 


clayme to thepꝛ owne ryght vle (as it were) from the iniuſt 
4 polleſſours 
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poſleſtours, ſuch lyke thynges as you talke of in this decla- 
ration. Neyther dyd almyghtie God wyll his people to o⸗ 

uerthzowe the Cananites images and aulters, leſte thoſe 
Gentyles ſhoulde be made moze obſtinate in their falſe reli⸗ 
gion (as you alleage the cauſe): but rather (as the text decla- 
reth) leſte Gods ſeruguntes ſhoulde thereby fall vnto their 
idolatrie. Foz they were charged not to b2yng that heathe⸗ 
nythe people to Gods true ſeruice: but to rote them cleane 
out of the land which they had ſo wickedly polluted. Where 
foze, you do wꝛye this place from his naturall ſenſe. 


Upon this tert you adde a note in the margent: That al 
monumentes of Idolatrie muſt be deſtroyed, ſigniſing what 


pour auditours and readers ſhoulde iudge of theſe ozders: 


which vet pou pour ſelues ſometimes acknowledge to be in⸗ 
different, and mape be vſed when occaſton ſhall ſerue. If 
theſe thynges required at pour handes, be pꝛeciſelpe vnder 
that commaundement of God to his people enteryng the 
lande ol Canaan: then is all this controuerſte at an ende. 
Pꝛoue that, and al is done. 

It woulde helpe you very much in this matter, to con⸗ 
ider that there is great difference betwirte thoſe thynges 
that were meerly inuented of the Heathen, to the wozſhyp 
of Idols, and to mayntepne idolatrie: and thoſe that haus 
ben abuſed of papiſtes, ſpecially theſe fewe thynges, bepng 


firſt inſtitute fozno ſuch intent. 
| From. this argument of not edifipng (wherein you 


would haue vs rather yelde to pour ſaping, then be perſwa- 
ded by your reaſons) you fall to ſpeake againſt pollicie with⸗ 
out the compaſſe of Gods wozd, vnder the which pou would 
compꝛile theſe oꝛders not impins + wicked. And foꝛ want of 
matter,thozow pour ſpirite of ironie, pou mult (as you do to 
the Pꝛince, the Counſgyle, the Bychops, the learned men + 
wyle) geue alſo to th aduertiſementcs theyꝛ gyꝛde and nip: 
whiche (very p2udently) thinketh it well, yl Miniſters recey- 
upng theſe oꝛders, teache and pꝛoteſt, fo what ende and pur⸗ 
pole they take and vſe the ſame, wherby others may learne, 
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what difference there is nowe when theſe thynges are ſet 
fo:th fo2 decencie and o2der, and the tyme when ſuche lyke 
were inkoꝛced as the ſerupte of God. 

TT hat fault you fynde with this rule, you declare not. 
Peraduenture pou thinke thoſe garmentes pet ſtapned with 
Jdolatry, and therefoze not to be recepued by any pꝛoteſtati 
on: wherein you are contrary to pour ſelues, to all his ve: 


— 


men, and to the ſcriptures: Oꝛ els you thynke not this de- 
claration ſuſtient in theſe thinges indifferent, that they be 
not vrged of neceſſitic, that they be onlye appoynted fo2 de⸗ 


' cencie and oꝛder: wherevnto you mape adde moze circums 


ſtaunces (yt pou wyll) but they are contayned vnder thoſe. 
two: whiche pk the Miniſter both holde hym ſelfe, and dili⸗ 
gently declare to other, he may with diſcharge of conſctence 
obey his Pzince, knowyng that comelynes and oꝛder, edifte 
the Churche of Chzylt, 

Tl ell, the aduertiſements muſt be defaced with the infa- 
mous title of the inuention of man, and ſuch lyke. And vpon 
what reaſon ſhall this be done? Fozſoth it is lyke the wyCl- 
dome of them, that woulde haue pmages (pou ſap) in Chur- 
ches, to exerciſe they; ſtrength in refraynpng from the woz⸗ 


ſhip of them, whiche thyng is agaynlt the wyſdome of God, 


Deut. 7. 
Pou ſhoulde haue done the dueties of diſcrete pꝛeachers, 


pk you had vttered this pour vnlpkelp lpkelphood, to them 
that ſtande in ſo fonde defence ol ymages, whercot, what the 


doctrine of this Kealme is, it is publykely declared, And as 


foz theſe oꝛders, all obedient men well vnderſtande, that they 


are not geuen to trye any mans perfection : Nepther do they 
paſſe the wyldome of God, whiche in the Scriptures willeth 
all thynges to be done decently and ozderlp, whiche graun⸗ 
teth the godly magiſtrate aucthozitie of makyng eccleſtaſti⸗ 
call lawes, whiche hath geuen alſo power to the Churche, 
whiche pzomileth his ſpirite to Spnodes, yea fo; ozdeynyng 
rytes and maners. 
But to beate do wne this pollicie of mans bzayne, you 
(ap 
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ſay (very lytle, nay nothyng at all to the purpoſe) that in 
thinges neyther commaunded,no2 fozbydden, we muſt not 


folowe our owne phantaſies, leſt we heare: In vayne do they Math, 


worſhip me, teaching doctrines the preceptes of men. 


Theſe pzeceptes of men, wherewith the Pꝛophete and 


> 67 
. 
5 


XV. 


the Apoſtle ſape, God is not woꝛſhipped, were ſuch (as Chꝛi⸗ Hom. ii. 
ſoſtome wzyteth) whiche the ſeniours had made newe other in Math, 


wapes then Popſes commaunded, and pzeferred them in 
Gods ſeruice befoze the lawe of the Loꝛd, and added them to 


ſaluation of Gods people. On this maner no man at this 
tyme vrgeth theſe oꝛders. | i | 
That holſome lawes of godly magiſtrates, whiche ſer- 


ning God (as S. Auguſtine affirmeth) they make not onlye Cõtra Crel. 
umapne ſocietie, but alſo foz Gods religion, which fur⸗ gra. lb. 11, 


ods woꝛde (as iudgeyng it otherwayes vnperfec) foz the 


thermoze he truely tearmeth: Clenſing inſtrumentes of the ca, l. 
Lordes barren floure, profitable terrours, commodious ad- Ser. 24. de 


monitions,healthſom boundes,medicine right phiſical: That 8 Apoſt. 
Pl. 48. 


theſe (J ſay) are not to be thought the pzeceptes of man, it 
needeth not to call together here all the auncient felowſhip 
of fathers. Doctour Bucer vpon this place may teache you 
the ſame, who moſt godly pzonounceth thus: Quicquid ho- 
mo ſtatuerit, quod quomodocunque ad vſum proximorum 
faciat, &c. Mhatſoeuer man ſhall decree, whiche by any 
meanes may make to the vſe of his neighboures,foz that the 
ſame is deriued from the rule of charitie, as be lawes ciuill, 


domeſticall ſtatutes, ceremonies and rytes whiche Chziſti⸗ 


an men vſe, thereby to teache oꝛ heare Goddes woꝛde mo2e 


commodioullpe, oz to pzape, and about the Lozves Sup⸗ 


per and Baptiſme, yea, t whatſoener ſhalbe a furtheraunce 
to paſſe our lyfe here moze p2ofitablye and decently: That 
thing ought not to be eſteemed as a tradition oz pꝛecept of 
man, though by men it be commaunded,but as the tradition 


oz pꝛecept of god. Thus farre Doctour Bucer. With whom 14 ſtit. li. 4. 
Paiſter Caluine very wel agreeth, ſaying: + That which is _. 


part of decencie commended vnto vs by the Apoſtle, though 
| it 
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it be pꝛeſcribed by man, is Gods tradition, and not mans, 
as kneelyng at ſolemne pꝛapers and ſuche lyke. Do then 
if pou woulde haue reſted vppon the cenſures of theſe godly 
learned mon, pou ſhoulde not haue needed thus vnwyſelp to 
haue ſkoffed at this wyſdome of man, contaynyng her ſelte 
within the limittes of the wyſdome of God, as is befoze pꝛo⸗ 
ued, and myght be fully inltified by infinite places of Ger⸗ 
mapnc wzyters, and by thep2 letters of late ſent into the 
Realme to dpuers godly, but fo2 p2oliritie. 

The thyꝛde mapne reaſon pou vſe, is: That none of Chri- 
ſtes litlcones muſt be offended: Mhiche thyng accoꝛdyng to 
pour vſage, you augment with ſundꝛpe tertes of Scripture, 
as pf all the, men of vnderſtandyng in this Realme were yet 


_ - . aflepe, and neyther ſaw noz harde the voyce-of they2 maiſter 


Chaiſt, and his holy Apoſtle : But you paſſe ouer with ſi⸗ 
lence, that whiche pou ſhoulde haue ſubſtaunciallp waded 
thꝛough. V3: That theſe ozders nowe taken, da iuſtip offende 
the weake lambes ol Chꝛiſtes folde. Mherloꝛe to aunſwere 
to the generall pꝛopoſition, it is not expedient, ſeeing it is 
holden as moſt true ot all men. 

But concerning the offendpng of the weake;bzicfely: In 
indifferent thynges, if lawe, foz common tranquilitie haue 
pꝛeſcribed no oʒder what ought to be done, a Chaiſtian man 
ought to haue a great regarde of his neyghbours conſcience, 
accozdyng to S. Paules doctrine, But pt lawe fozeſeeyng 
harmes and pꝛouiding quietnes, haue taken lawe full ozder 
therin,offence is taken, and not geuen, when the ſubiect doth 
his duetie in obedience, ſo ſeuerely eniopned hym by Gods 
wozde. 

Notwithſtandpng (vou ſay) that a wyſe ſhipper in ſap⸗ 
lyng, wyll not come nygb rockes and flattes pf he may, but 
take ſea rowme pnough. In deede the wyſe ſhipmen of our 
Churche haue ſpyed the rockes of falſe doctrine, ſuperſtition, 
and errour, where vpon many haue ben caſt away, and to a⸗ 
yovde them haue taken rowme pnough in the ſcriptures of 


Cod, Foz out warde appar ell of them ſelues, are not ſuche 


rockes 
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rockes and flattes (as you do phantaſie): neyther euer harde 
pou any of Chziltes ſeruauntes to be in daunger of periſhing 
tultly by them, as they be now appoynted. Mea, you may be⸗ 
holde many a godly paſſenger vnder theſe o2ders, ſaplyng 
with a ſtraight courſe towarde that heauenly Hauen, wher- 
vnto he truſteth ſafely to arriue. Al theſe men in this ſhip of 
Chaiſt, takyng example by the politike gouernour S.Paul, 
crye out aloude and ſay ; Non omnia papiſtica edificant: All 


popery doth not edifie, and are marueylous circumſpect and 
carefull, leſt any of Chziſtes deare flocke ſhould be offended. 


As foz the place alleaged by pou, where S. Paule fo2- 


byddeth Cõmunion with the Gentyles in their idolatricall 
woꝛſhpppyng: pf pon had applyed it, you ſhoulde haue pers 


cepued no ſequele therof. Foz (thankes be to God) we dwell 
not among the Babilonians and Chaldies, we haue in our 
Church no publique wozthyppypng of Jdolles, no Heathe- 
niſhe e2 idolatrical ſacrifice,as were in ſome place of the citie 
of Co2inth, whoſe ſocietie contagion we ought to auopde. 
And pk there be in a Church where Chꝛiſtes Goſpel is pure⸗ 
ly pzeached and his ſacraments rightly miniſtred, ſome enyl 
among the good, as in one net diuers ſoztes of fiſhes, in one 


fielde wheate and tares, in one barne cone and chaffe ; pet 


the good are not ſapde to communicate oz be defpled of the 


badde, as long as they conſent not to they2 wickednes, but 


depart from among them, not by cozpozall ſeperation, but 
by diſſimilitude of life and dinerſitie of maners,though they 


both vſe the ſame temple, the ſame table, the ſame ſacra- 


mentes, as S. Auguſtine ſctteth out at large. It is one 


thyng to flee from communicatyng with open pꝛofeſſed ido- 


latrie, thep2 pzophanes rites and denylyſhe. oꝛders, though 
in hart we wozſhyp God: and another, ryghtly to vſe rites 
and faſſions abuſed, all the abuſes beyng clearely condemp- 
ned. Ok the one we haue an erp:eſſe commaundement in 
Scripture : the other our auncient fathers haue pꝛactiled be⸗ 
foze you, and Gods holy woade hath not fozbydden it. 


The fourth foundation oz grounde that you lay ts; That « 


you 


. —————7r5—ð˖᷑ —ͤ— 


11. Cor. vi. 


Con. don. 
poſt collat. 
cap. 5. &c. 


Plal,cxix, 


The Examination. 


you mult needes caſt away and forſake all thoſe thynges as 
haue ben brought into the Church beſides or contrary to the 
Scripture. This platte you enlarge with a doſen ſeuerall 
ſentenccs, all which paynes you myght well haue ſaued, pf 
you had not mynded to haue ben bytong and \nappyng by 
the way at your ſuperiours. | 

This trueth all faythful Chaiſtians confirme with vou: 
That concernyng fayth and doctrine, concernyng remiſſion 
of ſinnes, and eternall ſaluation, nothing ought to be taught 
or receyued, which is contrary or not grounded in the Cano- 
nicall Scriptures. Foz holy wait geuen by the inſpiration of 
God, is not only a lyght to our feete, as Dauid ſapth: but 


alſo ſo p2ofitable, that thereby the man of God maye be ab- 


is Tun. ii. 


1. Cor. xilii. 


Aug. Ep. 86 
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ſolute, beyng made perfecte vnto all good wozkes, as Saint 
Paule teſtifieth. 

And though this be moſt true, touch yng the ſubſtaunce 
of Chꝛiſtian religion: pet the maner and ozder of ſettyng 
of it fooꝛth, is not particularly expꝛeſſed, but generally left 
to the diſpoſition of Chziſtes Churche from tyme to tyme, 
accozdpng ta thoſe wozdes of Saint Paule: * Let all 
thynges be done comelp and oꝛderly. Wherein whatſoener 
ſhalbe lawfully done to thoſe purpoſes, is not to be iudged 
beſpdes the Scriptures. As foz example. Faſtpng is 
commaunded in Gods woꝛde: But what dayes we ſhoulde 
faſt, oz what dapes we ſhoulde not, bepng not there deter⸗ 
mined, pt the Chaiſtian Churche decrce, it is not beſpdes 
the Scripture. The miniſtryng of Baptiſme, « the Lozdes 
ſupper is commaunded in Gods wo2zde: But what dayes, 
what tymes, what places, in what companye, with what 
pꝛapers befoze and after, pf the Chaiſttan Churche decree, it 
is not beſtdes the Scriptures. And accozdyng to this Saint 
Augultine wzptcth, touchpng the receyuyng of the Sacra⸗ 
ment of the body x bloud of Chill faſtyng in the moznyng; 
Saluator ideo non præcepit quo deinceps ordine ſumeretur,vt Apoſtolis 
per gnos Eccleſias diſpoſiturus erat, ſeruaret hunc locum: Our &@a- 
uiour therfoze hath not cõmaunded in what ozder (the Sa⸗ 


crament) 
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crament) ſhoulde be afterwarde recepued, becauſe he myght 
reſerue this place to his Apoſtles, by whom he woulde oꝛder 
the Churches. Thus alſo the pꝛeachyng of the Soſpell is 
commaunded in Gods woꝛde: but howe to do this office in 
Pulpit oz otherwayes, in moꝛnyng oz after noone, and ſa 
fo:th, pf the Chnſtian Churche decree, it is not beſides the 
Scripture. The lyke may be ſapde concernyng lawes po⸗ 
litike of Pꝛinces, affay2es and trafficke betwirt man 1 man, 
whoſe groundes and rules are in Gods woꝛde: and yet the 
particular circumffaunces in pꝛadiſing them being diners in 
ſundzy Countreps, accozdpng to the iudgement of magi⸗ 
ſtrates, are not beſides Scriptures, when al thoſe diuerſities 
bane Gods wozde foz theyꝛ generall rule and ende. 

And bleſſed be God, our tymes are here ſuche, that no 
man in our Churches pꝛeſumeth to adde to Gods wozd, as 
acknowledgyng the perfitnes therok to our ſaluation: And 
that our gouernours in the feare of: God, eſchewe Saules 
diſobedience : and by ryghtedus tlementie flee the tprannye 
of Keboam: and thꝛoagh the direction of Gods ſpirite, walke 
zeloullp in the pathes of godly © 3echias, in all thoſe thinges 
whiche they kynde wꝛptten in the booke of Gods lawe,to ap⸗ 
pertayne to his true ſeruice and wozſhip, not ſo much weph- 


Deut. iiii. 


1. Ro. xv. 


ing the diſpleaſuresof wozlvly potentates, as the curſes that 


the molt mightie God powzeth vpon all ſuche as truely and 
ſincerely regarde not his religton and glozy, - * 

And bleſſed be the name of the Loꝛde fo2 euer, that hath 
ſtirred vp ſuch Biſhops and pzeachers among vs, whiche 
nepther haue noz do flatter Pzinces;to ſet vp theyꝛ pleaſures 
aboae the wyll and commaundement of God, though ſome 
ſurmiſe the contrary: As Audliari, tertapue ſexaries layde 
to the Fathers charge of Nicæne tounſell, that they tooke an 
oꝛder in the troubleſome difſention fo2 keping Eaſter dap, to 
pleaſe and flatter Conſtantine the Emperour, whereas they 
dyd it vpon iuſt conſideration, and to auopde ſciſme. 

Surely the examples whiche pou byng'in, of wycked 
Kinges and falſe Pzophctes, myght haue well at this tyme, 
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in this cauſe ben pꝛetermitted, as whiche concerne matters 


expꝛeſlelp fozbydden oꝛ commaunded by God, but that you 
woulde intimate to ſome not well ſtayed, that the Pzince in 
theſe thinges (uffereth them contrary to Gods wozd and her 
lawfull aucthozitie:whiche (thankes be to our heauenly fas 
ther fo2 his aboundaunt bleſynges moſt rychly powzed vp- 
pon her) is altogether otherwapes, oz that all pzeachers and 
ſubieces obeyng ſo ozderly demaundes, are but falſe P30- 
phetes and flatterers. This is very ſoze iudgement, to cons 
domne all your bꝛethꝛen foz manpleaſers, that obey their ſus 
pꝛeme gouernour vnder god in matters indifferent:of whom 
(as you knowe) a great number, when flatterye was muche 
moꝛe gaynefull,refuſed to do it, with no ſmall daunger, 

And ifyou marke your note well: Flatterie hath not ben 
alwayes the ſure marke of falſe teachers. Foz your ſhall reade 
©. Jude fozetell of ſome that ſhould deſpyſe them that were 
in aucthozitie: Pouſhall reade of the Donatiſtes, Rogatians, 
Circumcellions, and Papiſtes, that are rather diſobedient to 
tuſt and good lawes ol Pzinces;foz that (as they ſay)they lee 
not in the wꝛitinges of the Euangeliſtes and Apoſtles any 
ſuche example. 

Nowe fo2 the maner and condition of true P2ophetes, 
whiche {you aſlure vs) ts, to aduouche alwapes: Hæc dicit 
dominus, Thus ſapeth the Loꝛde: It is maruaple you re⸗ 
membzed not, in what thynges that was then neceſſary,and 
wherein it is required nowe. Truelp you are not ſo vnſkil⸗ 
full, but that you knowe ſundzy ſeuerall thinges to be left to 
their iudgement, who may foz the moze handſome feeding of 
Chaiſtes ſheepe, and not foz their owne purſe, belly, oz kit- 
chin, ſay with D. Paule: x Other thynges when J come, 
J wyll ſet in an ozder, Al rites and faſſions which euery na⸗ 
tion beleuing mayſtabliche and vſe,arc not diſfinctly rehears 
fed in Scripture, that the miniſter may ſay of euery one of 
them: Thus ſapeth the Loꝛde. It is ſufficient in ſuche thin⸗ 
ges, vt they trucly ſerue to evTafiz, that is, ſeemiy ozder, to 
rctapne the which, tbe Church hath power to abzogate olde, 

h | any 


The Examination. 


and make newe lawes. Wherein (ſapeth Dottour Peter 


Partir) theſe conditions mult be obſerued: + Fyſt that they In epi. i co. s 
be not contrary to Gods woꝛd: Then, that iuſtifitation and 


remiſſion of ſinnes be not ſought foꝛ in them: Thyꝛdlp, that 
the multitude duerwhelme not the Churche : Fourthlp, that 
they be not decreed as neceſſary and not to be changed: Laſt 
of all, that they be not ſo vꝛged, as yt he ſinned dampnablye 
that (ometyme omitteth them without offence oz contempt, 
Suche lawes then albeit they be not in plapne termes and 
woꝛdes mentioned in the ſcripture, yet hauing theſe pꝛoper⸗ 


ties, they are not to be reiected,as pf they wers by no maner 


of meanes in the woꝛde of God. 

It is a pitifull caſe to ſee howe you trouble your ſelues in 
comparing Chꝛyſt pꝛeaching the wyll of his father, and the 
Phariſeps teachyng they2 owne traditions: as yf any man 
inkoꝛceth nowe mans lawe, as part of Gods diuine ſeruice: 


oz às if theſe oꝛders vppon neceſſitie of ſaluation malt be re⸗ 


tepued, and Gods bleſſed wo2de troden vnder foote. Pet S. 
Auguſtine is this bolde, touchyng the obſernation of p2ofita- 


table rites in Chꝛiſtes Churche, that he thynketh the con⸗ 


temptuous bzeaker of Eccleſiaſticall oꝛders, to be cozreaed 
as tranſgreſſours ot Gods lawes. 


one heades: and pet fozall that, they made ozders fo2 the 


et. cap.i. 


Ad caſſul. 


The Apoſtles (you ſay) pꝛeached not the dzeames of their Act. xv. 


Churche,whiche continued theyz tymes and ſeaſon; whereof . © . 
we reade not they2 particulc* commiſſion.” True it is (as rs. 
vou repozt) that S. Paule willed not men to followe his de⸗ 


uiſes, nepther pꝛeached he hym ſelfe at any tyme, Mhat 
then? Did he not appoynt temperall rites in the Churche, 
which he had not Verbatim erpzeſſely at his maſters hands, 
and whichenowe ceaſſe and are not in vſc 2 The lpke is ſaid 


of ſuche doynges of the other Apoſtles, whoſe conſtitutions 


were altered after theyꝛ death, 
Pou conclude thus : Becauſe theſe thynges haue no com- 


maundement nor grounde in Gods worde, therefore you re- 
fuſe them. | 
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Fyo;ſt ſpeciall commanndement needeth not in this part 
of Eccleſtaſticall diſcipline. Then edikication, ozder, decencie, 
aucthozitie of ſupꝛeme magiſtrates haue grounde ſufficient 
in the newe Teſtament and olde. Laſt of al, pou ſhould haue 
pꝛoued that they had no grounde in Scriptures: But that 


thyng you neuer once touched, but ranne a ronyng vpon the 


Mlaior, to bleare the ſimple Chaiſtians eyes, as yt you had 
ſayd much of the matter, when you neuer came towarde it. 
Paſſyng from this fourth reaſon, you frame an obiection 


vnto your ſelues, as it liketh pour ſelues, and aunſwere vnto 


it as you lyſte. Pour obicaion is: That the Prince com- 
maunding a thing indifferent (and proſitable for the ſtate of 
the Churche may be added), muſt be obayed. Wherevpon 
(you ſap) it muſt folowe, pou diſobeyng therein, muſt both 
pour ſelues offende, and be a ſtumbiyng blocke fo2 others. 
In aunſwere here vnto, howe ſclenderly pou excuſe pour 
ſelues and auoyde blame, howe daungerouſly vou paſſe ouer 
other matters, ithad not ben greatly amiſſe to haue quietly 
left, but that this place as well as others, would haue ſome⸗ 


The aucthoꝛitie (pou affirme)of a Pzince in theſe thinges 
indifferent, is to commaunde thepꝛ good vſe, and fozbyd the 
contrary. Upon which pour reſolution, a man map reaſon 
with pou thus. The good vſe of indifferent thinges, is gods 
commaundement, whiche a Paince muſt execute: But this 
may be a good vſe of theſe ozders now taken, as the contrary 
is not pꝛoued by pou, + fo conſequently the magiſtrate may 
call vpon the execution of the ſame. Touching the Minor, 
this much we haue of pour graunt,that a time may be,when 
theſe thinges in Chꝛiſtes Churche may haue their good vie: 
But whether that tyme be nowe oznay,there are pꝛeiudices 
acgapnlt pou of the like tyme herctofoze, of the whole parlia⸗ 
mẽt, ot the Clergie, ot᷑ the moſt part of p2oteſtants,x papiſtes, 

As fo2 that power whiche (you expounde) God hath ge- 
uen to Pꝛinces, whether it contapne all their auahoꝛitie and 
turiſdiction,as you rehearſe it, it hall not be narrow ſcan⸗ 
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ned at this tyme. Neyther (thankes be geuen to Cod) doth 
thePzince of pleaſure,but foz further commoditie of her ſub⸗ 

fectes, require this ſubicction of yours, which howe lawfully 

you withdzawe, God knoweth and will iudge. Ueryly this C 
your declaration in that day, will not be your defence, ohen Cor. di. i 
the Lode ſhall lyghten thynges that are hyd in darkenes, | i 
and make the counſsll of the hartes manpfeſt. Alſo we all | 
nkowe, oz ought to knowe, in what caſes we ſhoulde put in „ 
vſe that ſaying of S. Peter: x We ought moze to obey God 1 
then man. And therefoze we ſticke not in theſe thynges to { | 
ſhewe gratefull hartes, as of thoſe men, who acknowledge | j 
them ſelues by the meanes of ſuche a Pꝛince, deliuered out | 
of thoſe miſerable caſes. Me are affrapde to ſtrpue conten⸗ 

tiouſipe about the varietie of kynge Salomons wpues | 
garment (thinges outwarde) left we ſhould hurt her inward Ad aff | 
bcautie : as . Auguſtine thynketh to become ſeruauntes *** 
of the Churche, a Queene ſo peareleſſe, ' | 

The bondes and limittes whiche you appoynt fo2 true | 
obedicnce'of ſubiectes to theyz pzinces, are very narrowe xt |, 
daungerous. Fo2 oftentymes the Subiect ought to obey in 
thynges not foꝛbydden by God, and commaunded by lawe, 6 
though he do not playnly percepue cyther foꝛ what good end | 
they are required, oz to what ende they wyll come: as daplp 1 
experience in common wealthes do ſhewe. But (belpke) pou 
wyll haue enerp man to vnderſtande as much as the Pꝛince f 
and co uncell knoweth and intendeth: oz cis you wyll ſet the 
ſubiect at his chopſe. 

Pozeouer, here is perplous anctoz2itie graunted to euery 
ſubiect, to determine vpon the Pzinces lawes, pꝛoclamati⸗ 
ons and oꝛdinauntes, that when they ſhall ſee them (many 
tymes otherwayes then they are in deede) vnpꝛofitable, then 
hall they, nay they muſt not do and accompyſhe the ſame. 
It you reſtrayne this to matters Eccleſiaſticall, you helpe 
pour ſelues neuer awhyt: Fo2 euer iniſter there hath not 
full power to make and abzogate Eccleſiaſticall lawes, noz 
pet knowledge well to iudge of them. | 
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This is therfoze ſcarſe to geue example of true obedience 
to God and man. Foz in not obeying man in ſuch thynges 
indifferent, whoſe vſe pou can not ſhew nowe to be wicked, 
vou obey not God, whoſe miniſter man is. But J omit here 
longer to reſite pour waptyng in this poynt, foz good conſi⸗ 
derations: Which J thynke, pour ſelfe better aduiſed heres 
after, wyll erpende. - 

The fyfth and laſt reaſon generall, that moneth you vt- 
terly to retuſe the recepupng of apparell pet continued and 
declared, is the conſideration of Chziſtian libertie, whiche 
thereby (you thynke) ſhoulde be manifeſtly infrynged, and 
fo fozth. And here you triumphe in pour textes: how Chriſt 
hath delyuered vs from the bondages of ceremonies and law. 

As touchyng Chaiſtian libertie, the faythfull man muſt 
knowe, that it is altogether ſpirituall, and parteyneth only 
to the conſcience, whiche mult be pacified concernyng the 
lawe of God, and nexte well ſtayed in thynges indifferent... 
This libertie conſiſteth herein, not to be holden 4 tyed with 
any religion in externall things: but that it may be lawfull. 
befoze God to vſe them oz omit them, as occaſion ſhall ſerue. 
This perſwaſion a godly man mult alwayes retaine « kepe 
ſafe in his mynde: but when he commeth to the vie c action: 
of them, then muſt he moderate and qualifie his libertic, ac⸗ 
co2dpng to charitie towarde his nepghbour, and obedtence 
to his Pzince, So though by this knowledge his mynde and 
conſcience is alwayes free: pet his doyng is as it were tyed 
oz limitted by lawe oz loue. Mere vpon a well learned man 
ſaith : & It is ſufficient in Chaiſtian libertie to vnderſtand, 
that befoze God it is no matter, what meates, o2 what clo- 
thes thou vſe, though in thy whole lyfe thou neuer eat fleſh, 
and though alwapes after thou vſe in apparell one colour, 
and faſſion. do hath another; Quo ad ſenſum et dottrinam, 
{cwper profitendũ, adiaphora eſſe libera, non quo ad uſur- 


pationem: A Chaiſtian man muſt alwayes pꝛokeſſe, that in⸗ 


different thynges, as muche as appertapneth to vnderſtan⸗ 


Nowe 
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Howe then fozaſmuch as theſe garmentes are among thyn- 
ges indifferent, we may eaſylye knowe how they are free 
as partepnyng to our conſcience, and yet notwithſtandyug 
we may be obedient to lawes without impairyng of Chzl- 
ſtian libertie. But to the weyghpng of your reaſons. 
 Fvalt, the Lozde God be pꝛayſed, the religion of Chzyft 
ſtandeth in no ſuch daunger as you beare men in hande it 
doth, by puttyng men in mynde to trye thoſe conſtitutions, 
that the wyſe men of the whole Kealme haue well hoped, 
——— to ſome good purpoſe in this congregation of 

pt. 

Then, no wyttye oꝛ Godly man tan iuſtlꝑ iudge our re- 
ligion to be but P2pnces pleaſures, pt Pꝛynces thꝛough 


great deliberation make lawes foz the Church, & call vppon 


the pzactize of the ſame. You are not ignozaunt what this 
ſmelleth of, that is, either of Donatiſtrie oz Papiſtrie: which 
ſectes thynke alwayes the true catholiques to gene to much 
to Pzinces and Pagiſtrates, when as by Gods wo2de they 
acknowledge them to be ſupzeme gouernours, not onlye to 
ſee lawes, framed by the Cleargie,put in vſe: but to diſanul 
the naughtie, and to decree good and godly. : 
Thirdlpe, he hath trauepled but ſimplie in Scripture, 
who reaſoneth from the abolyſhyng of Moyles ceremonies, 


to the pluckyng of all good oʒders out of the Churche. Foz 


though Chayſt, beyng the body of all thoſe ſhadowes, hath 
fulfplled them, ſo that we neede not to feare the curſe pꝛo⸗ 
nounced vpon all them that do not abyde in all thinges that 
were waitten in the lawe : pet we are not foꝛbydden to vſe 


ſome one of them yt it myght edifie the Churche of Choylt. 


And pf they be by all wayes fozbydden: pet no learned man 
- wpll gather that no decent faſſyons are needefull in the 
Churche, 

Lat of all, who ſeeth not that theſe few oꝛders, now to 
be obſerued, are not tniopned as figures oz ſhadowes of any 
thyng to come: but as ſome meanes (yt it myght be foz a 
tyme) to ſet fozwarde the buyldpng of God, — 

The 
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The ende of theſe groundes is this: That you fearyng 


theſe garmentes { houlde be thought neceſlary, you vtterlye 
refuſe to admit them. This opinion of neceſſitic (which you 
phantaſie) neyther was annexed to theſe at the begynnyng, 
neyther any wyſe oz learned man in this Church mayntey- 
neth it, neyther is it nowe by any meanes confirmed : but 
playnely the contrary is pꝛoteſted, taught, and done. 

Ofoutward Howe vnneceſſarie ſoeuer you woulde make men be⸗ 
apparc!l, lene that vnikozmitie in outwarde apparell among Eccleſl- 


of aſticqll miniſters were, as by the whiche you woulde pzoue 


they can not be knowen: pet you can not be ignozaunt, but 
that ſuche thynges were vnder Eccleſtaſttcall diſcipline: 
TWherof (enen touchyng apparell and oꝛnamentes) Cipꝛian 
folowing his maiſter Tertullian ſaith, after great commen⸗ 
dation thero: Hanc ſectari ſalubre eſt, et auerſari ac negli- 
gere læthale. To folowe this diſcipline, itis a healthlome 
thyng: but to turne from it and neglect it, is as daungerous 
Tert. de vir. as death. Jn this tyme Tertullian ſharpelp repzehended a 
vela. Byſhop that ſuffered a wydowe to ſyt without a vaple in 
ö the Church among other wydowes. Eulalius alſo a Biſhop 
dyd caſt Euſtatluus a Pꝛieſt out of the Churche, becauſe he 
Niceph, li. 9 vſed an apparell: Qui ſacerdotem non deceret, whiche was 
cap. 45 not comely foꝛ a Pꝛieſt to weare: The whiche Euſtathius 
To. pr. con, afterwards was tondempned ot the councell in Gangra, fog 
Syn, Gang. doyng manye thynges otherwapes then the oder of the 
Church was, and fo2 alteryng his apparell. J leaue here 
to rehearſe the ſeuenth general councell, with the decrees of 
ſundzp good Byſhoppes, that haue taken a2der foz thepz 
Cleargies apparell, becauſe this thyng only is intended at 
this tyme, to ſhewe howe litle the examples.bzaught by pou, 
conclude that thyng which you woulde, 


Saul (you ſay) dyd aſke Samuell where was the Beers 5 


Reg. ic. houle, when as Samuell himleife was the Seer oꝛ Pꝛophet. 
As pt Samuell myght not haue on hym the Apparell ofa 
Lcuite, though Saule thereby dyd not knowe hym to be a 


Pzophete. It God Kirred vp a Pzophete among the Leuites, 
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as Samuell was: we reade not therefoꝛe that he altered his 
apparell. This ſeemeth rather againſt you thus: That Sa⸗ 
muell though a ſinguler Leuite, pet in the number of them 
that went alyke, was not knowen to haue that gykt he had. 
Louchpng Elias, whom Ochozias ſeruauntes meetyng 
knewe not to be Elias the prophete: Jt maketh nothyng a⸗ 
gaynſt this, but that the Leuites myght haue and vſe a di⸗ 
ſting apparell: Pea it appeareth rather that Ochozias the 
kyng dyd knowe hym, hearyng the deſcription of his appa⸗ 
rell by his ſeruauntes. And what a kynde ok reaſonyng is 
this: Straunge ſerupngmen dyd not know Elias to be E- 
lias when they met hym: Ergo he was not apparelled as o⸗ 
ther iniſters: Dz Ergo his apparell helped not to make 
hym knowen 2 Garmentes make not the perſon knowen by 
name, but his common function, not his particuler and ſpe- 
ciall gyft. | ; 
- Whatnede pou fo bzyng in S. John Baptiſt, who as 
he was ſingulerly called to prepare the way of the Lorde, fo 
had he his meate, dyet, and garmentes ſinguler? This is 
wonderfull ſhyft, to ſcke out extraoꝛdinarp perſons, + leaue 


i. Reo, 


Math. ui. 


the o2dinarie ſtate of Gods miniſters : to ſearche what was 


done in troubleſome tymes of the Churche, and leaue the 


peaceable gouernement of the ſame: to alleage what a pꝛo⸗ 
phete beyng perſecuted dyd weare,and ſo neceſſaryly inferre 
what we may do in quietnes and peace. But from S. John 


Baptiſt dopnges,one myght,as your common kynde of rea- 


fonyng is, reaſon againſt that you defend thus, Saint John 


wyllyng the Pharyleys to repent, neuer mentioned the ca⸗ 
 Upng away of they ſuperſticious apparell, Ergo abuſed ap- 
paͤrell may be retepned ſtyll. 

But Peters example (you ſuppoſe) helpeth your matter 
muche, who was knowen in the hygh Pꝛieſtes hall by his 
tongue, and not by his coate. Nepther dyd Peter pꝛeache 
after the ryngyng of a bell: neyther ſapde any ſeruice ap- 
popnted : neyther made ſermon in Churche oz pulppt: and 
pet foz all that, you and godly men wyll thus do, Truelpe 
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there was then no lawe of any godlye Pagiſtrate to induce 
Peter ther vnto. It it had ben ſo wayghtie a poynt ok religi⸗ 
on to differ from falſe Chꝛiſtians in outwarde apparell (to 
the which ende all pour fo2ce is bent) it is marueplous that 
we haue no ſuch example in the Apoſtolpke Churche. 


Here next are bꝛought in of vou two women, lyuyng ſo⸗ 
litarylp in a kynde of banyſhement, to confirme what the 


publique ſtate of the Cleargie epther mpght oꝛ dyd weare, 

Hierome (you ſap) dyd councell Euſtochiũ a virgin to weare 
apparell, Nulla diuerſitate notabilis, notable by no diuerſitie. 
ꝓyght not this virgin notwithſtandyng weare the attp2e 


pꝛoper fo2 virgins, though ſhe dyd not differ notabip from 


all other virgins? If this Euſtochium were a mapde that 
publiquely in the pꝛeſente of the Church toke vppon her to 
kepe her virginitie (as diuers then were perſwaded to do) 
then had ſhe the vaple: But pk ſhe fo2 to auopde the contt- 
nuall troubles of thoſc tymes, mynded to lyue ſole, and in a 
ſolitarie place, ſhe mpght wcare as beſt lyked her herſelfe. 
The lyke may be aunſwered of Marcella and thoſe wozs 
thy queers of Punkes ſpngyng in thep2 owne language at 


Hieruſalem in thoſe wzetched dapes: of whom there was 
none a miniſter in the Church of Chꝛiſte, as farre as can be 


gathered. Foz Punkes in thoſe dapes were none of the 
Tleargie: And pet in ſome places Collegiate Munkes had 
their habite, as appeareth in the councell of Chaldedon, and 
in Epiphanius. 


Nowe foloweth ſomewhat that ſeemeth to touche the 


Cleargie, that is: That the Cleargie of Rauenna (as you re- 


po2t) wrytte to Carolus Caluus, that they ſ houlde not ciffer 
from the people in apparell, but doctrine. &c. 

Fyllſt (pf you wyll) let theſe woꝛdes be referred to the 
firſt auctour therof, that is, to Celeſtinus Byſhop of Nome, 
as pou partly graunt, and then conſider howe they further 
your purpoſe, 

Celeltinus, about the pere of our Lo2dc. 43%, Wiitte to 
to the \5tthops of F raunceagain® certaine that bzought in 

vppon 
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ppon ſuperſtition, Nouitatem veſtium contra morem Ec- 
cleſiaſticum, Newe kynde of apparell, contrary to the Cc- 
cleſtaſticall mancr, folowpng the outwarde letter of the 
Scripture, that is, they woulde be: Amicti pallio, et lum- 
bos præcincti: Touered with a cloke, and gy2te about their 
lopnes. Which thynges becauſe you ſpped there, pou lefte 


put theſe wozdes betwirte pour two ſentences alleaged : conc, E pill, 


Nam ſi ſtudere incipiamus nouitati, traditum nobis a patri- 
bus ordinem calcabimus, vt locum ſuperuacuis ſuperſtitio- 
nibus faciamus: Foz p ws begyn to ſtudpe vppon noueltie, 
we ſhall treade vnder foote the oꝛder deliuered vnto vs from 
our fathers, and ſo make rowme foz ſuperfiuons ſuperſtiti⸗ 
ons. Nowe pt vou wyll ſet together alt theſe circumſtaun- 
ces, you (hall percepue all to make agapnlt yon, 

Fyall Celeſtinus meanyng is of them that would ſerue 
God rather in garmentes then with puritie of hart. Then 
he ſpeaketh agaynſt thoſe that commyng out of the Laitie, 
wyll vſe ſtyll lap apparell. L aft of all, againſt thoſe that ſeke 
innouations in ſuche matters, contrarpe to long pꝛeſcribed 
bſage and oꝛder. Reade his wozdes in his E piſtle, and pon 
ſhall not denie this, 

Ik it pleaſe you to vrge the woꝛdes, that we are to be diC- 
cerned from the people not by apparell, but by doctrine, you 
wyll remember that here is ſuch a compariſon as this: Non 
miſit me Chriſtus baptizare, ſed Euangelizare : Chaiſt hath: 
not ſent me to baptiſe, but to pzeache the Goſpell: and yet 
Paule baptiſed. So they myght be ſeperate from the people 


by apparell : but chiefely it woulde be done by doctrine and 
puritie of lpfe. | 


To, P ri. 
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Wrhy you fled to father theſe woꝛdes vpon Celeſtinus, but 


rather to haue them appeare to be the Cleargies of Rauen- 
na, which was. 4. peres after Celeſtinus was dead: ſome 
map thinke that yon feared to put men in mynde, that oꝛder 
in outwarde apparell was ſo auncient: oz that pou woulde 
haue no helpe at the Popes hande: oꝛ that you well knewe 
that the place made altogether agapnſt pou. 
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After this you bzing in a patch of Gratians decrees, Cauſ. 
u. queſt. 4. that godly e men in olde tyme went in baſe and 
vyle apparell. This is a Non ſequitur. But ſee what ſmal 
helpe pou haue at Gratians handes. 

Fyaſte, all that tract is agaynſt the goꝛgtous, coſtlpe, 
lyght apparell of the Cleargie, which all godly men deteſte 
in all kynde ok apparell. 

Then, the place you recite, is referred to the Pꝛophetes 
tymes, and thereabout, as appeareth in Baſill. 

Thirdlp, there is this decree of the. /. counc. Nullus eoru 
qui. &c. Let none of them that are numbzed among the 
Cleargie haue any vnſeemly apparell, whether he lyue in 
the citie, oz walke on his iourney: But let hym vſe the 
ſtoles oz ſpde garmentes whiche are graunted to Clarkes. 
Pou map reade there alſo the decrees of Zacharias and Leo, 
very auncient Byſhoppes of Rome, that none of the Clear⸗ 
gie ſhoulde weare the apparell of laye men, 

Laſt of all, howe farre Baſilus Magnus was from your 
mynde in this matter, thongh pou alleage his name here, 
it appeareth in many places of his wozkes, but ſpecially in 
the aunſwere to the. 22, Interrogatoꝛie of the longer rules, 
where after diſcourſe, he hath theſe wozdes : Ex quo quidem 
illud continget, &c. Mhervpon this ſhall come to paſſe,that 
we ſhall haue a common faſhion among vs all in our appa- 
rell, and that therby the Chꝛiſtian may haue a ſinguler and 
peculier leſſon. Pea a litle after he ſaith, that it ſhalbe to 
them, Veluti pedagogi diſciplina,as the diſcipline of a ſcool⸗ 
maſter, to withdzaw men fro ſome of theyꝛ wicked dedes. 

Thus then, neyther Samuel, noz Elias, neither Iohn, noz 
Peter, neither Hierome, Celeſt tine, noz Baſil, make anpe 
whyt at all agapnſt vnifoꝛmitie of outward apparell in Ec⸗ 
cleſiaſticall perſons, howeſocuer pou do abuſe thepʒ auctozi- 
ties: but rather ctablyſhe and confirme the lame. 

B efoze aunſwere be made to the foure thinges that moue 
pou agapnſt the miniſtring apparell, the reader maye be ad⸗ 
moniſhed to beholde what rehearſall you make of ſuperflu- 

ous 


memoꝛiall to be kept in bʒead t wine,though bzcad was offe- Ter de pre. 
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dus apparell, and other ſuperſtitions thinges, whiche ought” 
not at this tyme to be in any queſtion, foz that vppon iuſte 
groundes, god by his magiſtrate hath deliuered vs fr them. 
Fpꝛtt of all then you iudge, that becauſe theſe two thyn⸗ 
ges that remapne, come from the Jewes + Gentples (which | :1 
yet you do not fully pꝛoue) they ought vtterly to be refuſed, De vnico 
And yet foz all that D. Auguſtines ſaping is in theſe 
thinges true: Regula veriſſima et inuiolabilis veritatis oſten- 
dit. &c. The molt true and inuiolable rule of trueth, doth 
ſhewe, that in all men (mcanyng of heretikes) that thyng is 
to be (mpzoued and amended, which is falſe and vitious, that 
is to be acknowledged erecepued, whiche is true and right. 
But let vs wepe this reaſon further, that woulde per⸗ 
ſwade vs to vſe nothing, that was inuented by wycked and 
vnbeleupng aucthours. You your ſelues ſay out of Polidor 
(we knowe) that God toke from the Tgiptians linnen ve⸗ 
ſtures, abuſed ot them, and appointed the ſame foꝛ his owne 
ſeruice: and we vnderſtande, that the Church of Chꝛyſt be- 
koze the tyrannie of the Biſhop of Rome, dyd choſe certapne 
rites and oꝛders from the Jewes, whervpon it may be truly 
thought, that it is no great matter from wham that thyng 
fy2it commeth,that ſerueth to godly vſe. Moyſes appoyntcd 
tentes,though Hercules had his tithes. Chꝛiſt appoynted his 
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red befoze to Mithra. M ho bꝛought in mariages to be cele⸗ quer. Her. 
bꝛate in Churches ? a Bilhop of Rome. Who vſed the ring Ter. de Idol 
fyꝛſt in weddpng ? the Beathen. Whence are tythes taken [i 
vp till this day? from the Jewes. UWhence were Seniours 1 
in the paimitiue Churche and yet ſtill? from the Jewes, Ta- Aug. epi. us 
ſter day and Whitſuntide, generall counſelles toke from the \ 2 
Jewes, Beſides Sundapes, our fathers feared not to decree Hic. in Gal. 
tertapne Yolydayes, though the Gentyles had their ſolem- (. af 
nitics. Tymes of faſtinges are appoynted, though Martian Fy li. c ca. 
the Heritike made lawes therof. But what neede long ſear⸗ 8 «cc. hiſt. 
ching in this matter, when Saint Paule inſtitute a feaſt in Cor. Xi. 
Chuſtian Churches about the Communion ty me, though 

the 
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the Gentiles there away had their ovo-ovTia common bans 
kettes in theyꝛ pdoles temples. And the Gowne that you 
pour ſelues would ſo gladly miniſter in, ſeemeth to come ep⸗ 
ther from Turkes oꝛ Papiſtes. It is like the age was neuer 
befoze this, that men made them ſelues ſcrupulous, whence 
that thpng was taken, whiche myght ſerie in common 
Wealth oꝛ Churche,to ſome pꝛolitable ende. 


N ell, be it as Polidore, Gloſſa ord, and ierome ſaieth, 


that the Egiptians vſcd linnen clothes: pet Hierome kindeth 
no fault with all the Cleargie of his tyme, who al vicd (uch 
white apparell, as appeareth in the conkutation of the Pela⸗ 
gians, who lapde to his charge, and other, theyꝛ apparel t 02- 
namentes, as contrary to God, Quæ ſunt rogo inimicitiæ 
contra deum, {i tunicam habuero mundiore : Ji epiſ copus, 
reſbiter, et diaconus, et reliquus ordo eccleſiaſticus in admi- 
niſtratione ſacrificiorum candida veſte proceſlerint. &c. 
M hat enmitie ( pꝛay pou) is this againſt God: J haue a 
moe clcane coate : pf the 4Byſhop, Pꝛieſt, and Deacon, 
and the ref of the Cccleſiatticall ozder, at the adminiſtra- 
tion of ſacrifice, go in white apparcll 2 Ft appeareth Saint 
Hierome chargeth them as Pelagians, who ſpeake agapnlt 
White garmentes in the Churche, Nepther were theſe ve- 
ſtures in pzyce only in the occidental Church: but alſo in the 
ozientall Churche, as Chnſoſtome ſheweth playnely in a 
ermon to the people of Antioche, wyllyng the Pꝛieſtes to 
take diligent carc to whom they dyd miniſter the @acra- 
ment of Chꝛiſtes body and bloud, ſaping: Hoc veſtra digni- 
tas eſt. &c. This is your wozſhip, this is pour ſafetie, this is 


pour crowne : and not becauſe pe go rounde about in the 


Church, in a white and a ſhining garment. So then in thole 
fathers dayes, men dyd not cauill agaynſt they2 whytc ve- 
ſtures in the Churche, becauſe they were fetched from the 
Heathens o2 Jewes. 

Here one thyng mult not be omitted that S. Hierome in 
the lame place where he ſpeaketh of the Egiptians lynnen 


clothes, hath alſo theſe wozdes: Porro reli gio diuina alterum 
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habitũ habet in miniſterio, alterum in vſu vitaque communi? 
| | The religion of god hath one habite in the miniſtration, and 
another in common vſe and lpfe. 
As fo2 Platinas Albe, it is not here to be ſpoken of: nep⸗ 
ther do men take fo2 lawes, whatloeuer Durandus w2ps 
teth, though yet out of his wozdes no ſuch neceſſitie nede to 
be gathered, as you would haue to folowe. | 
Weſides this, it is not thought reaſon ſufficient, to de⸗ 
teſt the Surpleſſe oꝛ other appareil, becauſe they may ſerne : iÞ 
alſo foz ſome ſignification, Foz the apparell of Chꝛiſtian +: 
men woulde be ſuche, as it myght ſpeake, oz as it were c 
p2cache ſome part ot godlynes to them ſelues and others. So je 
it ſeemeth &. Peter woulde haue women to oꝛder theyꝛ at- i. Pet. ii. i 
tpꝛe. So Tertullian ſaieth: Ipſe habitus ſonat: The habite De dalla. 
it ſelfe geueth a leſſon. So in another place: Cur mores me- Ie oe "ll 
| os habitus non pronuntiat? Why doth not the apparel ſhew 7 Toons | 
| fozth my mancrs 2 So S. Þicrome ſapeth: Tanta debet . #$ 
eſſe. &c, Such knowledge + learning ſhould be in the Pꝛieſt Ad tab, | 
of God, that his gopng, moupng, and all thinges, ſhould by 
| ſome fignification,ſpeake. He ought to concepue the trueth 
in his mynde, and to ſounde ont the ſame in his habite and 
apparell,that whatſocuer he doth,whatſocner he ſpeaketh, it 
| myght be doctrine to the people. To this purpoſe hath Cle- 
mens Alexand, and Baſill ſpoken 2 but it hallnot be nede⸗ 
full nowe to rehearſe their teſtimonies, when as by theſe we 
map percepue that veſtures map haue their good ſignificati⸗ 
| ons: and pet arc we not bounde to belcue euerp fonde meas 
nyng, as ſuche pdle bꝛapned Durandes do bzpng oz collec, 
M herkoꝛe if you would haue waighed, what god, Chile, 
S. Paule, and many godly men haue done in thynges in⸗ 
uented by Panims and mil beleuers: you woulde not foꝛ the 
| ſpꝛſt auchours refuſe a commoditie, but vſe to Gods glozy 
that, whiche others abuſed to his diſhonour, ſaping to them 
as Tertullian ſaid to Palliu, a veſture ot ydolatours: Gaude 
palllum, quia melior de phuloſophia dignata eſt, ex quo Chri- 
ſtianum veſtire cxpifti ; Reiopte D Pallum, that a better 
| kyndc 
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kynde of philolophie hath vouchſafed to recepue thee, ſince 
thou halt begon to clothe a Chziſtian. 

The nert let that ſtoppeth pou from wearyng theſe gar- 
mentes, is, that they haue ben abuſed to Soꝛcerie, Contu- 
ring, and Jdolatry : and pet when a man hath peruſed that 
whiche pou haue vttered in many woꝛdes, there is no moze 
fayde agaynſt any apparell nowe remaynyng, then that the 
Surpleſſe ſerued to make holpwater, without the whiche 
(pou ſay)no cycle coulde be kept, Theſe be but ſilly leightes 
to daſell the epes of the weake, on. this maner, to make ſo 
huge a cryec in ſo ſmall a matter. ö 

Pf a papiſt had pon in handelyng (whoſe wyckednes is 
Mamekul, and religion moſt vnpure) he would byd pou loke 
auer pour booke better, when pou ſay holpwater cannot be 
made without a Surpleſſe. Mell, admit the Surplcſſe 
was vſed not only to make holywarer,but alſo ſome time to 
coniurpng : mult it therfoze neuer ſerue to good vſe againez 
Shall we make this lawe vpon your head,that ſuch thinges 
as haue once ſerued to wycked purpoſes,can neuer beſet vp 
in good place agapne 2 What and pf men coniure in they 
vſuall apparell 2 Mhat if men conjure with the robes, ſcep⸗ 
ter, and crowne of Pzinces 2 What pt men coniure in the 
name of the Lo2de, oz other Pzinces names? Shall we of 
neceſſitie thzowe away all theſe thynges,. as polluted with 
ſeruice of the deuill? Bowſoener you woulde make a purga- 
tion of theſe thynges, ſurely wpſe men both hath and can 
turne that to ſerue the glozy of God, whiche once ſerued to 
bad vſes. 

It is a notable ſaping of S. Auguſtine, tonchyng the 
maner of the Citie of God in the apparell and diet of them 
that are made citizens thereof, that it chaungeth nothyng 2 
Si non eſt contra dmina præcepta: pf it be not contrary to 
Gods commaundementes : Vande ipſos quoque philoſo- 
phos, quando Chriſtian fiunt, non habitum vel conſuetudi- 
nem victus, quæ nihil impedit religionem, ſed falſa dogmata 


mutare compellit: Wherevpon it compelleth not — 
ophers 
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- fophers when they are made Chaſſtians, to chaunge they; 
apparell and dyet, which hynder not religion: but their falſe 
opinions, This was the paactiſe of the Churche of God, 
which nowe (belpke) you woulde turne vpſyde downe: and 
pet ahalowed and chʒiſtened bell you can well beare to ring 
to a Sermon: you can be content Dirige money be conuer⸗ 
ted to pꝛeachynges: ſolemaſle pꝛieſtes be made good pꝛea⸗ 
chers: you woulde not be diſpleaſed yf Ponaſteries to be 
plucked downe, were conuerted to good vſes. It pou loke on 
pour Churches and Pulppttes, you ſhall fynde that they 
were hozribly abuſed, Be not therefoze herein to raſhe, in 
vtteriy condemnyng thoſe thynges, which wicked men fra- 
med koz atyme to thepz phantaſie. 

But ſozcerers and coniurers (pou ſap) foz thepz inſtru⸗ 
mentes muſk needes haue helpe of theſe thinges. Von make 
men marueple howe they coniured befoze Chzyſte came: 
whence the woman that rayfed'vp Samuell had her inſtru⸗ 


mentes conſecrate: howe Simon Pagus in the Apoſtles 


temes wꝛought all his wonders: and what Paieſt made ho⸗ 
lywater foꝛ the ſonne of Sceua the Jewe : and howe nowe 
among the Painims and Turkes men are able to wozke 
theyz feates,though none be there in @urpleſſes to helpe fo2- 
tarde they2 wozke. Nou ſhall fynde it therefoze otherwyſe 
then pou ſay, that coniuryng and ſozcerie wyll continue but 
to well without theſe garmentes. ; 
There is a thirde thyng that ſtirreth you to refuſe this 
apparell: and that is, the opinion whiche men had and haue 
ſtyll(as pou do thinke with pour ſelues) of theſe garmentes. 
Whether the blynde papiſte, the weake papille, and ſim⸗ 
ple Ghoſpeller (as vou tearme them) haue theſe opinions 
nowe aduouched, it is rather phantaſted of ſome, then be⸗ 
leued of the beſt part. Peraduenture pou ſhewe what you 
hane taught them to ſuppoſe of theſe matters, and therfoze 
truſtyng that they haue learned they; leſſon, you conclude 
thus of cuery one of thepz myndes. And ifit were ſo, that 
they had ſuch eſtimation of theſe garmentes, pon harde out 
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of . Auguſtine the maner of Chꝛiſtes Church to be, to re- 
fourme thepꝛ falſe opinion by holſome and ſounde doarine. 
Foz there is no maner of oꝛder that men can take, wherein 
ſome may not haue a fonde opinion ; As the Phariſeys had 


in waſhyng thepz handes, in they2 apparell, and pet the 


thynges are not taken away by the Goſpcll : As alſo: nowe 
ſome haue in kallpng dayes, the Sundayes, fyſſhe dayes, 
almes gathered foz the pooze, in Sermons at burpals, and 
ſuch others: and pet it is not thought expedient, that ſuche 


thynges out of hande ſhoulde be altered. 


Nlark, vii, 


Concernyng Doctour Bucers iudgement in this mat- 


ter of garments, pou fpꝛſt alleage a ſaping of his: but when. 
to whom, where, and of what particuler apparell, you de⸗ 


clare not. In deede this good father, in the begynnyng ol 
his letter to Byſhop Hooper hath, that he woulde haue ben 
at ſome great coſte, ſo that this controuerſie epther had ne⸗ 
ucr ben moued, oz very ſpeedply repꝛeſſed and extinct, And 
in fewe lines after, he wiſheth to beare ſome hard penaunes 
in his body, ſo that they were ozderly put away (not by pꝛi⸗ 
uate auctozitie) in reſpect of the abuſe : of the abuſe (J ſape) 


which he ſawe had ſo great ſtrength then in many places of | 


Englande. 
But you (peraduenture) fcaryng leſte this his ſaying 


were not ſo ſtrong vpon your part as you wyſhed, pou far⸗ 
ther ſay, that he wylleth in ſuche caſe as pe are nolve; in no 


wyſe to receyue them. Mherevnto you cite his expoſition 
vpon the. rviti. Chapter of Saint Pathew. 

This place yf you would haue indifferently rehearſed,you 
(ould haue opened to the woalde, that his mynde was, that 
ſome ceremonies abuſed, might be ſtyl retained, Dis woꝛdes 
are theſe, in the begynning almoſt of that his expoſition : 

Fateor equidem, licet ab Antichriſtis inuectum ſit. &c. 
Though whatſocucr thing is decreed, contrary to the liber⸗ 


tie ot externe matters, it hath ben bꝛought in by Antichziſtes, 


as the difference of perſons, meates, dapes, places, and very 
many moe: yet becauſe commonly men were perlwaded 


that 
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that all thoſe thynges were the commaundementes of the 


Churche directed by the ſpirite of God, ſo recepued all thoſe 
thynges as comming from the wyll of God: J acknowledge 


in deede, that reaſon it is, we vſe cirtumſpectly enen now the 


libertie obtapned by Chꝛiſt, and with Paule ſometyme cir⸗ 
cumciſe Timothy, that is, that we vſe well ſome ceremo⸗ 
nies, whiche others abuſed, takyng occaſion thereby to teach 
Chaiſt purely, although by no mcancs theſe inuentions of 
man can be compared with circumciſion, oz the lyke oꝛdi⸗ 
nauntes ot᷑ God. Thus farre Docour Bucer. 

Jn this ſentence though many thinges map be noted:as 
that the falſe opinion of men dyd not perſwade hym to caſts 
all theſe thinges away : as that theſe thinges were not to be 
refuſed, becauſe they were the deuiſes of man: as that occa- 
ſton myght hereby be taken to pꝛeache Chzylt purely, and 
ſuche other: pet it ſhall ſaffiſe to put you in mynde, that he 


thynketh godly men may well vſe Come rites whiche were 


abuſed befoze tyme. So that if you take one peece of his er⸗ 


poſition with another,you ſhal not neede to terme your bet- 


ters and felowe ſeruauntes in Chailt that reteiue this appa- 


rell, to be enemies oꝛ ſh:inkers, 


This wel learned fathers woꝛdes, to his frend beyond the 


fea well wayed, maketh nothyng agaynſt the o ders nowe 


zactiſed. Fo2 we may and do (pzayſe be to God) holde faſte 


uritatem rituum et doctrine, the puritie ofrptes and doc⸗ 


trine, and alſo flee and deteſt the leuen of Antichziſt, with all 


erroures and ſuperſtition, though we kepe theſe fewe oꝛdi⸗ 
naunccs, acco2dpng to the rules of Gods booke, wherein 
men had ſuperſtition befoze'vs. There is a difference (you 
knowe) betwirt the puritte of rites, and the cleane takyng 
away of all. But peruſe this godly mans Epiſtle. | 
Here you rehearſe doctour Peter Martir by peccemeale, 
when as there is no wzyter of theſe dayes maze enidently 
agaynſt you. But becauſe you woulde haue men to ſugpoſe 


that all the learned ranne vppon your ſpde, pou are content 


alſo that this man ſhould ſpeake two woades, rather then be 
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thought to kepe ſilence, As tonchyng this great Clarkes 
mynde, peruſe ouer his ©pillle that foloweth, and loke on 
his Commentaries vpon the fy: to the Cozinthians. 
That glozions Partir of Chꝛyſt doctour Rydleyp, pou re- 
poꝛt, howe he bepng required of papiſticall perſecutours to 
do on all their maſſyng apparell, that thereby the papiſtes 
myght reiopce and wozke theyz ſpite, he (pou ſap) retuſed 
them, and ſpoke then vehemently agaynſt them. Surely 
herein he dyd lyke a conſtant pzofeſſour of Chaiſtes religion, 
pertepuyng the ende and purpoſe nought and wycked, wher⸗ 
fo:e thoſe thynges were then infoꝛced vppon hym. Jt was 
meete that he ſhoulde not then pelde one tote to them, that 
ſought to bzyng hym into ſpirituall bondage agapne. But 
cueip man that wpll, may ſee a great vnlikelphood betwirt 
thoſe tymcs and ours, betwirt their vſe then, and nowe, be⸗ 
twirt their ende and cõmaundementes, e thoſe that be now. 
What iniurie you do to that wozthy Byſhop Maſter 
Jewcl,in framing his ſentence to ſerue pour humour, al men 


that know him, lee, and further vnderſtand that he is not of 


pour mpnde. Pon would fapne (beitke) make a number, vr 
pou myght,wherkfoze pou wyll haue one wap, that pou want 
another, They that require your confozmitie in theſe thin⸗ 
ges, hauyng by Gods lawe and mans, the ouerſight alſo of 
Gods people in this lande, haue good hope that theſe thinges 
wherein they wyſhe that pou go fozwarde with them to the 
wozke of Gods buyldpng) wyl do good, and not hurt, in this 
Churche at this ſeaſon, accozdpng to thoſe wozdes whiche 
pou bꝛyng out of that excellent wozke of ſo learned a By- 
ſhop. They well weye the nature of theyꝛ people, the mani⸗ 
folde occaſion they may obtapne hereby, to ſpꝛeade abꝛode 
the ſweete ſmellyng ſauour of the Goſpell of Chziſt, with dis 
ners other the lyke conſiderations, You had done wel, if pou 
woulde haue made ſome pzofe in theſe matters, befoꝛe you ſa 
confidentlp bare the matter downe with pour vndoubted 
acucration that they do hurt, and want al good properties: 
as yt you law in one of your paroeces, what is conuenient 


koꝛ 
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taz the whole Realme. And here with this oute denpall, 
wanting his p2zofes,you conclude the opinions of men, which 
all both aliue and dead, are (as doth fully appeare) cleanc 
contrary to pour indgement in theſe matters of garmentes. 

In the fourth and laſt place,you conſider what ſhal hap- 
pen to pour ſelues, pf pon recepue theſe rites, as pou maye 
wel do with the reſt of your bzethzen;who fight in the loꝛdes 
warfare, a good fight, hauyng fayth and a good conſcience 
Nou ſhalbe thought (you ſaye) to bzyng the people inte 
Egypt agapne. 

The wearyng of this apparell, which (as pon often teſti⸗ 
fie) is in his owne nature indifferent, can not be lykened to 
the bondage of Egipt, whiche is ſlauerie to finne,errour and 
ſuperſtition. The ſubſtaunte of popiſhe religion may well 
be compared to thoſc cheynes,fo2 that many are ſure tyed 
there with 1gnozaunce and blyndnes, frõ the which you may 
till go fozwarde (to Gods pꝛapſe and pour owne diſcharge) 
by diſcrete and diligent teachyng, toloofe Gods people ſit⸗ 
ting in darkenes, and in the ſhadowe of death, as many a 
godly man doth yet ill, folowpng the wozthy examples of 
wyſe pꝛeachers afozetyme, who in ſuch lyke thinges conten- 
ted them ſelues with the maner of the region, where they 
pꝛeached, and neuer wylled them to lap aſide their Heathe- 
niſhe apparell,no moze then almightic God commaunded 
his people to caſte-awayp/from them the Agiptians clothes, 
when he delpuered them thence, and pꝛeached vnto them 
newe lawes and oadinaunces. Thougu Moyſes ſuffered the 
people lo redcemed from captiuitie, to vſe the Egiptians ap⸗ 
parell:pet no man thought that he woulde euer bzyng them 
into Egipt agapne. Thus then by doctrine pf pou labour 
ſttil to pull ſome out of taptiuitie and darknes, and go befdꝛe 
pour flocke on that mancr, as . Paul ſpeaketh, you ſhould 
be a paterne, in woꝛde, in conurrſation, in loue, in ſpirite, in 
fapth,and purenes, pou nede not to deeme of. pour ſelues 
woꝛſe then all godly men wyll iudge ot pou, that is, that yon 
be wozkemen that nede not to be aſhamed, rightip diuiding 
ef 777 the 
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the woe ol God, and geuyng Gods houſhold meate in due 


Mat. xxiiii. ſeaſon. ou know howe vou muſk inſtruct in meekenes and 


11, Tim. ii. 
Rom. ii. 


2. Det. ii. 


Hebr. vi. 


De corona 
milit. 


De idvlol, 


De cor. mil. 


duetie: Then he graunteth that the purple robe whiche 


obedience all men, pꝛouyng pf God at any tymne wyll gene 
them repentaunce, that they map vnderſtande the trueth, 
and that they map tome to amendement out of the ſnares of 
the deupll: And alſo pou knowe, that wherein pou teache 
other men, you muſt ſpecially teache your ſelues, ſo dopng, 
pou ſhall not leave pour flocke to Egipt agapne. Foz they 
turne to Egipt, who wallowe agapne in the myꝛe ok theyz 
ſinnes and errours, who after they were once lightened, and 
had taſted of the heauenly gift, and were made partakers of 
the holy ghoſt, make a mocke of the ſonne ol God (as it is 
wzytten to the Heb2ewes) whoſe caſe is very lamentable. 
Pou haue taught (pou ſay) as I ertullian dyd: That no- 
thyng muſt be taken from the Idoll. Tertullian in that 
place ſpeaketh of that thyng, whiche was fy2ſk inuented, 
A condidatis diaboli, of the Deuyts p2ofeſſours, oz of them 
that were meer Idolatours: then he ſpeaketh of that thyng 
which was, Dicatũ ipſis a primordio, dedicate fo ſet foozth 
the wozſhyp done to idols from the begynning, Which two 
conditions you fynde not in theſe matters nowe talked of, 
Foz they were bꝛought into the Churche by them that pꝛo⸗ 
feſſed the ſame God and Chꝛyſte that we do: neyther were 
they appoynted to ſerue any, ſauyng the true God, ſince the 
commpng of the ſonne of God: And therfoze you miſrepozt 


this auctoaitie, and ſuch lyke. 


Tertullian diſſenteth very muche from pour opinion in 
the wearyng of abuſed apparell, as it appeareth where he 
handeleth ſomewhat this matter, ſaying : Fy2ſt the cauſes 
muſt be conſidered, fo2 the which a man doth anp ſeruice oz 


was vſed of idolatrous pateftes, myght be wozne, pf it were 
a token of byzth, ofkynne, oz of ozder. Pozeouer, in that 
place whence you fetche your auctoaitie, he thynketh that 
ſomethynges inuented and abuſed of Jdolatours,may ſerue 
both bo: our ble, and the ſcruice of . p they haue any 
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p2ofite, helpe, oz comfozt fo2 the lpfe of man, as at large is 
there ſet out, where he inuepeth ſharpely agapnſt the Gar⸗ 
lande, beyng then wozne both of idolatours among Chziſti⸗ 
an men without all kynde of commoditie, & alſo of the 3 doll 
it ſelfe, which was decked therwith. Wherefoze (pf you had 
meant plapnelp) vou myght haue tranſlated theſe wozdes, 
In habitu idol, in the habite of the idoll: and not in the ha- 
bite of an idolatour, as you haue done. 

What you haue taught alſo (as you waite) of the Baſſe 
and the Popes holy creatures, pou may in that ſtyl continue 
as occaſion ſhall ſerue. Pet it is a great marueyle that you 
ſee not, that it is farre wozle to communicate in falle reli- 
gion and idolatrous Sacramentes, then to weare the appa⸗ 
rell of the Heathens and ſuche lyke, ſpecially when all falſe 
and erronious opinion is quyte remoued from them. 
Tertullian ſapth, that many Chꝛiſtian men toke vp Pallium 
a Heathenyſhe veſture. Hierome ſapth, that many Godlye 
men woze the Greke Philoſophers weede, ſo that therefoze 
they were poynted at as they went. Clemens (if pou like his 
auctozitie) ſaith, S. ” had vpon hym that garment cal- 
led Pallum, Chryſoſtome ſaith, that Paule alſo ſent foz his 
Pallium,a Romyſh garment, foz his vſe, and pet theſe were 
not thought, naye they woulde not communicate with the 
Gentyles in theys feruyng of deuyls. Manx an honeſt man 
weareth a Hatte, which was the pziuilege of Ceres pꝛieſles 
and lupiters : and pet deteſteth idolatrie. Manp a godly Le- 
nite pzeached Cheiſt (no doubt of it) in his Jewyſh apparell : 


De pall, 


Ad fab. 


Cle. recog. 


Ter. de pal. 


Au. gell. 
lib. cap. iʒ. 


and yet he was well knowen to flee Jewyſhe religion. It is 


not then (as vou thynke) as great an euyll to weare gar- 
mentes abuſed, as to be partaker of idolatrous ſacrifice,ſpe- 
— as to the godly Chziſtian all thynges are ſanai⸗ 

d. | | 5 


Now at length are you come ta the Epiloge(as it were) 


oꝛ full concluſion of pour wozke, and pꝛetende great feare, 
where as litle needeth, and alleage ſceble cauſes fo2 ſo ſtoute 


a refuſall, and bzagge of couragious conſtancie to much = 
| | 0 . 


$ 
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of tyme. It pou haue taught (foz your teachyng vou oftens 
tymes tell vs of, as wherein (belyke) you coulde not ſome⸗ 
tyme vndiſcretely behaue your ſelues) that no holynes is to 
be hanged vpon any kynde of apparell: that they be ſuper⸗ 
fluous ot them ſelues toward our ſaluation: that ſome haue 


ben abuſed to ſuperffition :- and pf you ſo declare ſtyll, and 


vet not without lawfull auctozitie, vpon ſome good conſide⸗ 
rations, and to an ende both polittcall and alſo p2ofitable 1 
nowe vſe theſe thynges whiche you knowe other godlye are 
contented to weare, not fo2 holynes, ſaluation, oz ſuperſtiti⸗ 
on, but that they woulde (as it were) redeeme the tyme of 
2eachpng Chꝛiſtes Goſpell to his people, by Gods 
none of thoſe ſoꝛtes of men, foʒ whom vou (and we alſo) are 
caretull, ſhall by pou fuſtlye be hurt: neyther ſhall pour docs 
trine ryghtip be called ints ſuſpition, as whiche was and is 


all one, though it be vttered in apparell, rather appoynted 
by oꝛder, then deuyſed and choſen by pziuate mens heades.. 


This many men thpnke very ſtraunge in you, that you 
ande in greater feare that men wyll belene rather pour aps 
parell then your woꝛdes: your coate, then vour pꝛeachyng: 
pour outwarde ſhewe; then pour in warde mynde often ope⸗ 
ned by ſpeache, and playnelpe ſet befoze: them to perceyue. 
What do pou iudge of Gods people, that they be ſo muche 
without ſenſe + vnderſtanvpng? Poufeare the thyng your 
felucs imagine, and imagine euen what pou lyſt. 

Mere nert may be ſeene pour ſeuere and ſharpe ſentence 
bpon all your bꝛethꝛen and felowe miniſters, when vou in 
pour ſelues pzonounce but hell and dampnation to all them 
which vppon ſincere loue towarde the flocke of Chailte, has 
ning a wide dooze opened vnto them by gods ſinguler grace, 
to ſpꝛeade abꝛode the knowledge of Chayſt, haue not 1 
garde in what apparell they ſhoulde enter and feede, as to be 
found faithful diſpenſours of the miſteries of God. In which 
paynefull ſeruice pt they go fozwarde to the ende, they ſhall. 
heare, not that terrible vopce vpon the naughtie ſeruaunt,. 
which pou vtter: but the comfoztable ſaying to the good ſer⸗ 

uaunt, 
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uaunt, well good ſeruaunt. ec. Luk.xix, 
In the iudgement of all wyſe men, vou had done rpght 
well, yt you had eyther ſtayed pour penne in this place, oz 
ſpoken moze plapnly foꝛ the diſcharge of ſome, when as vou 
_ notifie to the wonld, that the earneſt ſolicitours of theſe mat- 
ters were blouddy perſecutours, and ſtyll beare backe in the 
| religion of Chayſt. 
| Surely the ſageft and ſabzeſt in this common wealth 4 
| Church, concepue a better opinion of them that firſt ſtablp⸗ 
| ſhed theſe thynges by lawe, and of them alſo which of duetie 
no we cal vpon the execution of the ſame, as they may right- 
pe ol them, by whom chiefelye all Rompche religion, with 
ſuperſtition and errour,was thzough the ſpirite of God ban- 
nylhed this Kealme. 
Well, howeſoeuer it hath pleaſed you foz ſpite agaynſt 
ſome one, to bzyng a great number of very godly in obloqui | 
and ſuſpition, yt the thynges required be indifferent in them | 
ſelues, and not ſo hozrible t daungerous foz this Churche at 
theſe dapes (as the pꝛudent and chare ouerſeers tubge, euen 
as it were in the ſpght of Chayſt, to whom they mult render 
an accompt foz his deare flocke) what matter is it who they 4 
be that call vpon you to accomplythe pour duetie:? Unleſſe =” = 
pon thinke that no man ought to make general lawes in the = | 
lyke cafes, but let euery Curate be fupzeme gouernour in . g 
his owne paryſhe. Which looſe imagination, what incon- 
uenience it wyll dzawe with it, you may well conſider. » 
Howe innocent handes they hauc from the bloud of all 
- Gods Saintes, who vader a moſt godlp,vertuous,and pure 
regiment, deale with you al maner of wayes,that you ſuppe 
not from your lopall obedience; pea though they ſhoulde vie 
towarde ſome of pou charitable ſeueritie, terrible lenitie, 
auengement medicinal (as . Auguſtine letteth out the true ontra lit. 1 
ce .tclleſtaſtical diſcipline) not only the wiſe within this Kealme p..,; |, 
vnderſtande: but the enemies alſo without, confeſſe, cap· | 
But becauſe your enemies, as pouſurmize, put you in 
1 pour duetitul ſubiection, you wyll not be cowards 
XXXXxXX1 (poulay) 
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(you ſape) peeldyng pour weapons to your aduerſaries 
handes: As pf by wearyng this apparell, the ſwoꝛd of Gods 


woꝛde were wꝛeſted out of pour handelyng, where as (you 


knowe well enough) in theſe oꝛders you may manfully caſte 
downe ſtrong holdes, ouerthꝛowe imaginations, and euery 
hygh thyng that eralteth bym ſelfe agaynſt the knowledge 
of God, and bzyng into captivitie all vnderſtandyng, to the 
obedience of Chat, pea and take vengeaunce of all diſobe⸗ 
dience, as S. Paule deſcribeth at large the faythful pꝛea⸗ 
chers weapons and fpght. Nay God graunt this vndiſcrete 
dealpng of yours, be nat a voluntarye thzowyng awaye of 


_ pour weapons in drede, marueplous daungerous alſo to 


Tit.pri, 


Rom. Xii. 


i Cor. viii, 


Math, XXIII 


Chaiftes people committed to your charge, whyles pou open 
thus a gappe fo2 hireipnges to creepe in, and defende not 
Four flockes from the great peryls of heynous errours, and 
vngodlpnelle of lyfe, becauſe ſome hauyng intereſt, aſwell 
as you, in your ſheepe, ſhewe vnto-you an ozderly poynt 0; 
two. 

Laſt of all, yon requeſt two thynges. Che one: That you 
may kepeyour conſcience vndefiled. This your petition in 
ſome thynges touchyng the woꝛſhyp of God, myght haue 
his place: But in theſe matters (which you call indifferent) 
what is it that ſho ulde defple you 2 the thyng it ſelie, oz pour 
wcake opinion of it? The thing it ſelfe doth not pollute pou: 
Fo2 (as S. Paule ſapth) to the pure, all thynges are pure, 
And agayne : Nothyng is common 02 vncleane of it ſclfe, 
Howe as concernyng your weakenes (thankes be to God) 
that which the ſame S. Paule repozteth of the Cozinthes, 
map be verified of pou : We all haue knowledge. And: We 
are ſure that an Jdoll is nothyng in the wozlde, and that 
there is none other God but one. It were to be wpſhed (and 
would to God there were no examples now of it) that none 
of them which pꝛetende herein a ſtraytnes of conſcience,dpd 
ſtrapne a Gnat, and ſwallowe a Camell. 

Next pou require, freedom to teach your flockesby doctrine. 


This thyng your bounden obedicnce 2 eaſplye _—_ 
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where as by vour own? wylfalnes, you depztne pour ſelues = 
therot᷑. Then you would go befoze your ſheepe in that which 
you haue taught. It᷑ it be as farre as becommeth pour owne 
perſons and degree, you ſhall deſerue thankes, whenſoener 
pou perfourme it. Foz though it chaunce ſo oftentymes, 
that many thynges are to be taught of them ſelucs in diffe⸗ 
rent: pet in your example it ſhall not belawcfull foꝛ you to 
| vſe them befoꝛe your paroeces as vou lyſt, Meete is it that 
Chꝛiſtian people heare dyuers tymes of the freedome of con⸗ 
ſcience, m meates, places, tymes, and dapes: and pet nep- 
— you noz they ought to diſturbe enn oder lawfully 
taken. | 

hiche diſturbaunce of publique quict in rites and oꝛdi⸗ 
naunces (which map be foz the varietie of places diners,and 
pet to be ſtraytly obſerued) what a great offence it is, not 

only the Scriptures may teache you, « the vſage of Chꝛiſtes 
true Church : but alſo the determination of this Church in 
Englande, both agreed vpon in kyng Edwardes dayes, x 
alſo teſtificd and ſubſcribed by them themſelues, who nowe 
woulde gapnſap thepz owne dopuges then. The woꝛdes 
which the whole Sinode were well pleaſed withall, & wher- 
vato all the Cleargies handes are ſet to, be theſe: 
It is not neceſſary that traditions and ceremonies be in all 
places one or vtterly lyke, for at all tymes they haue ben dy- 
uers, and maye be chaunged accordyng to the diuerſities of 
Countreys, tymes, and mens maners, ſo chat nothyng be or- 
dered agaynſt the worde of God. V Vhoſoeuer through 24 
his priuate iudgement, wyllyngly and purpoſely doth open 3nthe articles | 
ly breake the traditions and ceremomes of the Church, which n * 
be not repugnaunt to the word of God, and be ordeyned and 
approued by common auctoritie, ought to be rebuked open- 
ly (chat other may feare to do the lyke) as one that offendeth 
agaynſt the common order of the Church, and hurteth the 
auctoritie of the Magiſtrate, and woundeth the conſciences 
of the weake brethren. 

After theſe Godly mens indgementes, pf you go befoze 
pour flocke in this quiet maner, pour example veryly ſhall 
edifie much, 

Sh Lhus 
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F Lala Thus therfoze, if we al ſhalbe faithful e wiſe ſeruauntes, 
[i * geuyng our maiſters houſholde theyz duetie ol meate 
It in due ſeaſon, and alſo be founde by our Loave, 
| when be commeth, ſo dopng, happy ſhall 
9 | we be, and we ſhall haue our pozti- 
vn, nat with the hypocrites, 
where is weeppng and 
9 


erte e en of the 
molt mightie God, which is kyng of 
kynges and Lode of Lozdes, to 
whom be honour and 
- rule euerlaſtyng. 
Amen. 


Epheſ. 4- 


But let vs folowe the kv loue, and in all thynges 
growe vp into hym which isthe head, that is Chriſt, 


Neuertheleſſe, in that wherevnto _ are come, let vs 
proceade by one rule, that we may be of one accorde. 


A prayer to be ſaid dayly of a Chriſtian 


man, for the Churche. 


b Promiſsam pacem, tua nunc eccleſia Chriſte, 
Inſano mundi turbine preſsa,petit: 
Euigila tandem: fluc us cumpeſce furentes, 
Fac tibi non pereant ,quos pater ipſe dedit. 


1 Lharche O Chziſt thy — cpege® wad ie woridly ſpights 


won en Ke renner ing rm 
e, 
Thar theme clece be ſraverahiens were geune to thee. 


FINIS, 


Doctſlimo viro D. Martino Bucero 
Theologiz in Academia Cantabrigienſi profeſſori 
egio, Thomas Cantuarienſis. 


After my hartie ſa- 
lutations ryght welbe- 
beloued aſter Bucer, 
J haue read that books 
whiche pe haue (cit to 
Doctour Peter Aler- 
ander, concernyng the 


8 


W 


| Pater Hoper, and the 
Byſhop of London: in 
A whiche booke, manye 
＋ thynges are learnedly 
= declared, and largely 
— —diſputed .  Wherefo:e 
nowe J pꝛap you, that ye woulde ſende vnto me pour iudge⸗ 
Ment of theſe queſtions erpzeſſed, with as ſhozt bꝛeuitie of 
woꝛdes as pe can. | | 
V bether without the offence of God, it may be 


iawfull to the Miniſters of the Churche of Englande, 
to ve thoſe veſtures whiche at theſe dayes they weare, 
and ſo be preſcribed of the magiſtrate. 


— — 


V hether he that ſhall affirme thut it is valwfull, 


or ſhall refuſe to weare this apparell, offendeth agam/t 


God, for that he ſayeth that thing to be vncleane that 


God hath ſanòtiſied: and offend againſt the magiſtrate, 
for that he diſturbeth the politike order. 


aunſwere, 


To theſe queſtions, vt ee wool make moſte biete 
11 
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The aunſwere of M. Bucer to the — 
fozeſapde letters. 


[= < Fter J had receyued peſterdap towarde 
2 7 night, the letters of your moſt Kenerende 
\ e Ag fatherhood, immediatlye J applyed my 
Imynde to aunſwere, bearpng in remem⸗ 

7 bꝛaunce what J owe vato your Father⸗ 
7Y) JP hood, eſpeciallpe in ſuche a matter, as is 

— — moſt agreeyng to my miniſtery. Pour 
rn requireth of me, that J would w2pte my lentence 
with as much bꝛeuitie of wozdes as J could, to the queſtions 
pꝛopoſed vnto me. 

J mult nedes confeſle that J am very hardely bꝛought to 
vtter my iudgement to perticuler queſtions in the reſtitution 
of religion, ſpecially ſuch as be intricated with great contro- 
uerſies amongeſt godly men. Fo2 as the holy ſcriptures and 
dayly experience teacheth, Satan pꝛocureth all that he can, 
to ſet them together at variaunce with bitter contentions in 
the articles of doctrine and diſcipline of Chꝛyſt, eſpecially 
ſuche men who be godly ſtirred to recepue, and to reſtoze the 
kpngdome of Chaift : whoſe godly endeuoures he laboureth, 
pf he can not make them quite fruſtrate, pet by his lleyght 
to hynder them, whereby they ſhoulde not attempt a perkit 
reſtitution of the Church, at they ioyned together with their 
bttermoſt power. God requireth of vs that we ſhoulde 
wozſhip him with all our harte, with all our ſoule,.and 
with our whole power,and that we ſhoulde at once take vp- 
pon vs the ſwcete poke ot his ſonne. Therfoze.nowe he cal- 
leth vpon vs by the terrour of his indgement, where he hath 
ſent ſo great lyght of his trueth,as at this day doth appeare, 
whatſoeuer vntowarde willes men haue, that they can not 
playnely withdzawe them ſelues from his commaundemen⸗ 
tes, and vtterly to reiect the yoke of his ſonne. Which mat⸗ 
ter Satan vnderſtandeth well pnough, and he is not igno⸗ 
raunt howe fayne we woulde be w by our fyz{t _ 

2 | 
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ted Natiuitte, and howe we woulde gladly temper all religi⸗ 
on to ſerue our luſtes and affections, therevpon he woulde 
perſwade men to go in a certaine meane ( where as none can 
be in deede) that is, that men may refuſe and do ſome thin- 
ges at their pleaſures to ſerue they2 onlye Loꝛde God, which 
thinges pet he reputeth not ſo acceptable in them ſclues,noz 
man hym ſelfe thynketh his affections to be bzydeled by 
them: but in ſuche thynges wherein the whole wozſhip of 
Cod doth conſiſt, and our whole ſaluation doth ſtande, our 
ficſhe beyng the very lumpe of ſinne and perdition, is won⸗ 
derfully crucified, foz that he can not make hym ſelfe God, 
qualifipng and moderatyng Goddes eternall pꝛeceptes. 
Mith this crattie ſlepght, hath that auncient enempe dzp⸗ 
uen miſerable Germanie vnto theſe pꝛeſent calamities, 
wherewith they be nowe oppꝛeſſed. God fozbyd, Chꝛyſt Je- 
ſus J ſay our onlye Sauiour fozbyd, that he pꝛeuapleth a- 
gainſt Englande with this craftie ſutteltie. But nowe to 
the queſtions accoꝛdyng to my duetie. 
 Concernyng the fozmer,this is my ſentence, which A bes 
leue J haue learned of the holy Scriptures. Fy:\t J woulde 
not impart my aunſweres to any miniſters of the Engliſhe 
Churches, but to ſuch as be the true and faythfull diſpen⸗ 
ſours of all the miſteries of God, ſuche as do labour to delp⸗ 
uer vnto the people, with great fidelitie, the whole Goſpell 
of Chyt, his whole doctrine and diſcipline, and labour to 
inſtyll it and beate it into theyꝛ myndes. They that be ſuch 
Miniſters of the Churches of Englande, map as J thynke, 
weare with Gods pleaſure, thoſe veſtures whiche be at this 
day in vſe: And they J thpnke ſhall do ſo much the better af- 
ter they haue pꝛeached the cleare docrine of Chʒiſt our Sas 
uiour, with the detection and deteſtation,aſwell of the whole 
Antichzilt of Rome, as of any other aduerſary to Chaiſt; pf 
they then pzofclle by the wearpng of theſe garmentes, to 
haue no purpoſe at all to ſtablyſhe any wycked deuyſes that 
Antichziſt hath obtruded to the people: Noz that Paieſtes 
be of them ſelues moze holy, oz moze able to pacifie God, 
then other Chziſtian men be: Noz that they pzeſent Chaiſt 
to 


to the father in the holy communion (as they vſe to affirme) 
oz that they can applie his merite at thepz pleaſure, by the 
vertue of the wozke it ſelfe to any man, moze then he doth 
recepue by his owne p2oper fayth, of the wozdes and ſacra- 
mentes of God. So that alſo he pzofeſſeth, that he thereby 
do not meane Aaronicall rites tobe reſtoꝛed agapne: but 
that he doth by his fact,perfourme only his obcdicnce to the 
Bynges Paieſtie, and to ſuche whom God hath appoyn⸗ 
ted to determine of theſe externall rites of the Church, with 
common conſent by the woꝛde of God, to this ende, that all 
offences of diſoꝛder, and bꝛeach of publique conſent, may be 
àuopded: And alſo to pꝛoteſt that enery creature of God is 
good to Godly men, yea alſo foz ſignification. And therfo2e 
all true Godly men, may Godly vſe thoſe rites, which wic- 
ked men haue abuſed, howeſoeuer vngodly, 

And furthermoze, to pꝛoteſt that they, neither the kynges 
maieſtie, no2 the great councell of the Realme, meane to re- 
tayne oz to cheryſhe any ſuperſtition in vſing theſe veſturcs. 
But fozaſmuch as the vſe of theſe veſtures, hath ben pzacti- 
ſed godly of the right holy fathers, befoze the Pope was An- 
tichziſt of Rome, and map at this daye ſerue to the ſettyng 
foozth of the holy miniſterp, and of the whole Chꝛiſtian pꝛo⸗ 
feſſion, to the inſtruction of the yonger and ſimpler people, 
ſo that there be a godly ſignification iopned therevnto, and 
the ſame alſo godly taught. And that they declare, that the 
rulers would not remoue theſe veſtures, wherby they might 
geue occaſion to the weaker, in the fapth, to deſppſe oz con- 
temne the true miniſtery of Chaiſt; oz els to geue them any 
ſuſpition by fo doyng, as though they were ledde with a cer⸗ 
tapne irreligious leuitie, to onerthzowe and abolyſhe all 
thynges vled befoze in religion, yea of thoſe thynges whiche 
map ſerue to ſome good vſe, 

And further, they may pꝛoteſt, that the people ought, in 
beholdyng thele veſtures, to haue theyz meditation vpon no 
other thyng, but vpon the heauenly puritie and bzyghtnes, 
and of the apparellpng of all good vertues, whiche be both 
ſct out, and alſo be exhibited to all true beleuers, by the holy 

A3 miniltery 


minſftery of the Church, and that both they and they; mini⸗ 
ſtcrs woulde labour with all diligence to attapne ta that 
b:yghtnes and comelyneſſe, that all at length map ſhyne in 
the veſtures of ryghteouſnes and ſaluation. And it be- 
houe th iniſters to vſe ſome garmentes, not onlye to couer 
and to defend theyꝛ bodyes, but ſuch as may alſo haue ſome 
ſignikication, and may admonyſhe them of ſome thyng. 

Nowe therefo2e, foꝛaſmuch as it is thought good to 
the Kpnges Paieſtie, £ to the chicfe councell of the Realme, 
to retepne the vie of theſe veſtures foz this pꝛeſent, they 
ought to chaunge the wicked abuſe of the papiſfkes; in theſe 
good creatures of God in them ſelues, to ſome Godly vle, 
both to the glozy of God, and to the honour of the kynges 
Maicltie, and ſo openly to declare, that all thynges to holye 
and good men, are holy and pure: And that they be truelye 
ſanctified by the wozde x pꝛaper, ſo that neyther deuyll noz 
man can defyle any creature of God, but that Godly men 
may vſe them Godly, and to the glozy of God, pcacuen foz 
ſome ble of ſignification, not onlye in the fruition of they3 
naturall effectes. Foz all creatures may admonyſhe vs ma- 
ny wayes to conſider the creatour, both of them, and of our 
ſelfe, and of our gratitude towarde hym, beſpve the conſf- 
deration of his large liberalitie, in reſpecte of they; naturall 
effectes: And to theſe admonitions, they mape and ought 
publiquely be vſed. Which ſentence of myne J mpght iu⸗ 
ſtiſie with diuers Scriptures, beſydes the example of the A- 
poſtles, which dyd ſo long vſe Poles ceremonies, without 
any impietie. 


As concernyng the ſecond queſtion, this is my 
ſentence, gathered, as J belene, ont of holpe Scripture. 
They which do ſay that it is not lawfull to vſe the apparell 
that is in queſtion, in any maner, vea in that maner which 
J haue deſcribed : J ſay, that they be at the leaſt in errour, 
foz that they. denye all thynges to beholye to them that be 
ſanctified, 

The ſame do J affirme of ſuche, whiche koz the ſame 
cauſe wyll not weare thole veſtures, fozaſmuche as the ye 
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of them is reteyued, neyther vppon ſuperſtitious 02 lyght 
cauſe : but by the publique lawe of the Realme, and by the 
conſent of the Churches. In deede the vſe of theſe veſtures 
map be fozced by ſuch ſuperſtition to pleaſure the Roman 03 
any other Antichzilt, as it is no we in Germany, that it can 
not be godly admitted of the Godly miniſters of Chailt. Foz 
A mult nedes ſay, that they take from the godly Pagiſtrates 
theyꝛ due honour, whiche doth deny that theyz judgement 
oucht to be folowed in theſe matters. Rom.14., foz that they 
do declare the vſe of theſe garmentes to be obſerued of that 
conſideration, which J haue a litle befoze deſcribed. 

A truſt pour moſt Renerende fatherhood wyll beare all 
theſe thynges well in wozth. Foz to aunſwere to bꝛieſiꝑ and 
to groſſely, J thought it a great offence, eſpectally foꝛ that 4 
ſee with what art Satan doth reſyſt, leſte that at once the 
whole religion of Chyſte ſhoulde be reſtozed amongſte vs, 
(as were neccfTarp) and as al godly Kynges hath done they; 
diligent labour, accozdpng to Gods pzeceptes, and examples 
which he hath decdared by Poſes, and Chzyſt his ſonne, 
- whyles Satan goeth about to ſtirre vp ſo many pernitious 
contentions of all the circumſtaunces of our religion, aſwel 
in doctrine as rites. Foz ſurely, excepte that we remoue ſo 
hozrible and manpfeſt ſacriledges & diſhonozynges of God, 
whereby the whole kyngdome of the ſonne of God mape be 
recepued, and we lowly ſubmit our neckes to his good poke: 
O howe intollerable wzath of God ſhalbe kyndeled a- 
gaynſt this Realme. The Scriptures be full of ſuche exam⸗ 
ples, as he doth nowe ſhewe molt terrible vnto Germanye. 
Our Loꝛde Jcſus Chzylt aſſyſt the kynges Maieſtie with 
bis holy ſpirite, and be pzeſent with pou the head fathers of 

the Churches, and all the nobles of this Realme, that pe 
may both knowledge and embzace ductifully in time 

the dapes of pour holſome viſttation, t al other ſuch 

thynges in the which only ſtandes the peace 
and health of this Realme. God pze- 
ſerue pour fatherhood. 


At Cambridge, this tenth of December. 
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To M. Martin Bucer, doctour in 


Diuinitie moſt vvorthy, his reader and 
maiſter molt reuerende. 


Race and peace from 

% cauſe am nowe in trouble 

=. e (moſte Kenerende) pe ſhall 

| N 1 by this meſ⸗ 

Y ſenger, in wzytyng. J pzaye 

ENS you that you woulde vouch⸗ 

9 5 ſate once to geue it the rea⸗ 

5 FAS SY dyng, and pe that ye ſhall 

4 > J\ \ eſpye any errour therein, 3 

N D) veſyze you to lignifie it vnto 

| thong hath ben vetcentos 
. er 

3 und win dhe won? fg requireth, J 

pꝛap 1. you woulde ſet it out in the margent, with 

moze lyght, 

E godly miniſter, ſubſcribe there vnto in the ende J 

v p3ay pou, J lende pou alſo that 4 haue waitten, be- 

toze thꝛee yeres agoo, vpon the. x. pzeceptes, that your woz- 

thynelte may knowe what my iudgement is in the cauſe of 

Fele ee Nas (that C2 haneerced 

in this part by humapne ouerſyght, J maye be aduertyſed 

nyng and fatherly admonition, and that J may 

zap pour fatherhood therefoze (and J 


your le a 
doubt not but I hall —— obteyne) that you woulde helpe 
the Churche in 


conflict, by the great and moſt notable 


of God 
the lame ot P. doctour Partir,to whom(after your ſentence 
and pzudent indgement is knowen) this meffenger which J 
ſende, hal repayzc. The Lode n long ene your 
wozthpnelle. 
At London the, rvii. of October. 155% | 
Yours in hart and prayer all hole, Iohn Hoper. 


Br 


and apter wozdes, It pe ſee the cauſe iuſt, and 


edlye beſtowed vppon vou. J require 


To che Reuerende and learned 
father, Iohn Hoper Byſhop, his good Lorde. 


Grace and peace through Jeſus Chriſt our Lorde. 


V/A aht Reuerende, and 
d 47 

V 28 8 2 \ 4 oY) in Jeſus Chapt molt dearely 

=> Fo beloued, J had purpoſed to 


r aundwere betoze this tyme 
Ne ES Nvnto the letters which of late 
= VE JI recepucd from vou: but A 


= 


% 
CY 


was ſo let with wayghtte e 
„und buſineſſe,that J could 
not beloꝛe nowe accomplyſhe 
Ne ö ©h lepther myne owne wyll, oz 
Nec e oour exrpectation in thts bes 
/o DD > R8DSF halfe: wherfoze J beſech vou, 
| mn © © accozding to pour accuſtoma⸗ 
ble gentleneſſe and wyſedome, to take in good part this my 
delay. Urhat ye haue wzitten of the controuerſie whiche 
is ryſen betwene you and the right Reuerende Lozd Biſhop 
of London, as touchyng the apparell of minifters, J haue 
both read it, as pour requeſt was, and alſo conſider it as at⸗ 
tentiuelp as 3 coulde foz the ſhoztnes of the tyme. J ſaye 
ſhoztnes of tyme, becauſe J could not retapne with me your 
waiting but only one nyght. Foz the meſſenger who delpue⸗ 
red it vnto me, ſet foozth the nert day early in the moznyng 
toward Cambzidge, whyther pe wylled me to ſend it (being 
once read) by hym, vnto maiſter Bucer: Whiche thyng A 
dvd, both diligently, and without all delay. 1 
In that litle tyme that 3 had to peruſe pour wzptyng, A 
compꝛehended ſo all the matter, that euen at the firſt J con⸗ 
cepued no ſmall top of pour ſinguler and earneſt ſtudpe, in 


that you put pour endeuour that Chꝛiſt his religion map be 


bꝛought agayne-vnto a chaſte and ſimple puritie. Fo2 what 
ſhoulde be moze deſired of all Godlye hartes, then that all 
thynges, by a litle and litle, ſhoulde be cleane taken awaye 

and 
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and cut of, whiche hath very litle oꝛ nothyng in them that 
can be referred wholly to edification, but rather be iudged of 


the godly to be ſuperſluous. Foz to ſpeake of my ſelfe,z am 


hardly dzawne. from that fimple and pure cuſtome, which pe 
knowe they of Argentine haue vſed euer, from the tyme that 
they refourmed their Church, where dinerſitie of apparell in 
Church miniſtration was abolpſhed. Foz J haue alwayes 
alowed that pure vſage that oꝛiginally had imitation of the 
Apoſtles Churche. And J beſeche God immoꝛtall, that this 
mancr map both there foz euer continue, and alſo that wher⸗ 
ſoener Chʒiſt his Church is refourmed, it mape at length be 
receyued, Pou ſee that in the ſubſtaunce and chiefe popnt 
of the matter J diſſent not from you, nay J delp2ze with all 
mp hart, that that thyng whiche pou go about to bꝛyng to 
palle, may take place. And the moſt eſpecyal cauſe why J do 
ſo deſp2e, is, partly fo2 that J wonlde we ſhoulde come, as 
nygh as myght be, to the holye Scriptures in rites and cere⸗ 
monies, and folow the example of the Church, when it was 
in beſt caſe and ſtate : partlye foz that J percepue that thoſe 
that be geuen to papiſtrie, do go about with theſe reliques 
to mapntepne at leaſt a litle ſpyſe of Paſſe, and to be geuen 
to them, moze then the nature of indifferent thynges do re- 
quire. Rot withſtandyng, vet the conſideration of theſe mat- 
ters do not ſo farre carry me, noz the reaſons alleaged by you 
ſo perſwade me, that Jſhould affirme the vſe of ſuch veſtures 
to be pernitious, o2 of theyz owne nature contrary to Gods 
warde: Foz J do bitterly thynke it to be a thyng indifferent, 
And Jam not ignozaunt that ſuche is the nature of indiffe- 
rent thynges, that at one tyme they may be vſed, and at a- 


nother tyme refuſed, To cate that is ſtrangled, of it ſelfe ts 


an indifferent thyng : pet it is meete ſometpmes to refrapne 


from the vle thereof, and ſometpmes to vſe it molt freely. . 


And in this reſpec, though J haue ſayde this diuerſitie of 
Church apparell is not to be retapned: neuertheleſſe,it to be 
wicked, J neuer ſo iudged, that J dare therefoze condemne 
any ſuch whom J lee vſe it. Foꝛ pf J had ben ſo perſwaded, 
A would neuer haue comunicated here in England with the 

1 2 Church 


Church where ſuch a choyſe as pet is referued. Fo2 although 
as 3 ſapde, J do very litle alowe it, neuertheleſſe J ſee ſome⸗ 
times in theſe indifferent things, that ſome of them although 
thep be greeuous & burdenous (in that it is not lawfull to do 
otherwyſe) mult be pacientlye ſuffered, left yf men ſhoulde 
ftryue foꝛ them moze bytterly then it needeth, that it woulde 
be a let to the aduauncement of the Goſpcll, and alſo that 
thoſe thynges whiche of thep2 owne nature be indifferent, 
th2ough our heate in contention, choulde be taught to bs 
meer wicked: Which two thynges, except J am decepued, 
bꝛyng with them great and grecuous diſcommodities. Foz 
yt we could be content to ſuffer the Goſpell fyalt to be ſpꝛed 
and depely to take roote, without all doubt, men would bet- 
ter and eallper be perſwaded to remone away theſe erternall 
rites. A man, ſo long as he is ſpcke, o2 is in his recouerp, of- 
tentpmes is much greened that certapne (mall and tryflyng 
thynges parteynyng to his meate and d2ynke, fhould be de- 
barred from hym, which pet afterwarde when he is fully re⸗ 
ſtozed vnto his health, by himſelf & of his owne accozd with⸗ 
out any other mans councell, doth renounce them, as vn- 
meete and vnpꝛofitable. Mherkoze, let Englande be fy2ſt di⸗ 
ligently inſtructed, and confirmed in the chiefe and moſt ne⸗ 
ceſlarp poyntes of religion: then afterwarde by my iudge⸗ 
ment, the Church ſhall not be much offended to haue theſe 
thynges, ſomewhat ſuperfluous,to be remoued. But owe 
where as alteration in the moſt neceſſary poyntes of religt⸗ 
on, is laboured foz,and that with ſo much diſticultie: (fndw 
we p2onounce thoſe thynges to be wicked, that be of them 
ſelues indifferent, ſo much woulde the molt part of mennes 

myndes be alienated from vs, that from that day they would 
not fynde in theyz hartes, euer after to heare with a good 
wyll at our handes ſounde doctrine, and inſtructtons of very 
neceſſary matter. @urely, Englande is much bounde vnto 
you, in that pe haue laboured moze then a great ſozt hath, in 
pzeachyng and tcachyng. ULpkewiſe, in Englande you alre⸗ 
dye haue obteyned much fauour and great auct hozitie, wher⸗ 
by ve ſhalbe able to/ do muche good to the aduauncement of 


gods 
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gods glozy. Pe mult therefoze take heede, left ye ſkande in 
pour owne way, contendyng to bytterly,and all out of time. 
Vet woulde J not haue you hereby gather, that my mynde 
is, that a Piniſter of Gods wozde ſhould neuer contende foz 
the mayntenaunce of the tructh and pꝛinciples of Scrip⸗ 
tures,J make no ſuch aſſertion, who dayly aſwell in publike 
as in pꝛiuate diſputations, in wapghtie controuerſtes, do 
take apart agaynſt the aduerſaries foz2 true religion. But 
this J ſay, we mult take heede, leſt theſe thynges whiche be 
of leſſe impoꝛtaunce, thꝛough our ſtrpte, may be the meanes 
that thoſe thinges which ſhoulde be eſteemed of greater foꝛce 
and value, epther can not at al be bꝛought into the Church, 
either if they be once bzought in, can not be eſtablyſhed with 
continuaunce. Agapne, pt we holde on in diſſwadpng from 
theſe indifferent thinges, as pernitious, and altogether wic⸗ 
ked, we tondemne withall very many Churches which haue 
recepucd the Goſpell, and blame to bytterly innumerable, 
which a great whyle agoo were counted wozthy of al pꝛapſe. 
Neypther am J ignoꝛaunt, that the aucthozitie of Churches 
that be nowe, oz hath ben, ought not to beare ſnch a ſway, 
that thereby the aucthozitie of Gods wozde ſhoulde be trode 
bnder foote : Which (although the whole wozlde ſhoulde 
run fo wzecke) ought to remapne without touch of bzeſte 
ſure t vnuiolable: pet foz al that J iudge we muſt take heede, 
leſt that foꝛ thinges indifferent, epther we condemne ſuche 
Churches as be now at this day, oz thynke not well of thoſe 
that haue ben long befoze our dayes. And fozbecauſe J per- 
cepne that ve ſuppoſe theſe thinges not to be indifferent,per- 
aduenture it ſhall not be amyſte nowe foz to examine the rea- 
ſons that ſo ledde you! : that (as you do) I may do it in fewe 
woꝛdes, J reduce the chiefmatter to two chief popntes. Firlt 
of all, pe ſay that the Pzteſthood after the ozder of Aaron, is 
not to be reſtozed,whervnto theſe diuerſtties ofbeſtures ſeme 
to pertayne, Foz ſeyng we haue Chzylte to be our Paiclt, 
Aarons ceremonies be vtterly abzogated, and therfoze they 
cannot be called agapne of thoſe that meane well and godly. 


The ſecond foundation of your reaſons, is, that theſe diuer⸗ 
| A3 ſities 
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ſities of veſtures were inuented of Antichziſt: therefoze we 
oucht not only to foꝛſake the Pope, but ail his inuentions. 
Weſpdes this, ye woulde haue all maner of difference of ve- 
ſtures and apparell of Piniſters to be taken away, Where- 
fo2e, ſeyng theſe two be the chiefe ſtrength of your argumen- 
tes, J wyll fyꝛſt intreate of them. Afterwarde, J wyll adde 
what ſocuer it be, pf J can call to my remembzaunce any o⸗ 
ther thyng, bꝛought in of pou to confirme pour opinion. 

In Poles lawe os Pꝛieſthood, after Aarons o2der, there 
were ſacramentes, with the whiche it pleaſed God to con- 
firme (as myght ſap, by puttyng his ſeale to them) the pꝛo⸗ 
miſcs made of Chꝛyſt commyng. J knowledge & do graunt, 
that all theſe thynges be abzogated, neuer to be bzonght in 
agayne, fo2 we beleue that Chaiſt is alredye come, and not 
that he wyll come. And we haue other ſeales in Scripture 
delyuered to vs of Chzyſte hym ſelfe in the Goſpell, bzead, 
wpne, and water: therfoze we necde not call agapne ſignes 
foz this purpoſe vſed in the olde Teſtament. There were al⸗ 
ſo in that lawe other ſignes & actions ſo oꝛdepned, that they 
could not be pzoperly called Sacramentes, and pet they had 
ſome reſpect to comelyneſſe, to ozder, and to ſome commodi⸗ 
tie. And theſe J iudge map be reſtozed t retapned,as thinges 
agreeyng to the lyght ol nature, and inducyng to ſome pꝛoſi⸗ 
table vſe. Mho doth not ſee that the Apoſtles, to the intent 
they that beleued myght lyue moze peaceably and quietlye, 
dyd commaunde the Gentyles to abſtapne from bloud and 
ſtrangled: And yet theſe thynges, without all doubt, were 
fetched fro the oader of Aaron, it ye wpl compzchendgeneral- 
lye all thynges whiche was in the olde lawe. And there is 
none of vs ignozaunt, but that the tenthes was fetched 
from thence,which now in our dapes be appoynted to fpynde 
the iniſters of the Church thozowout Chꝛiſtendome. You 
can not wel pꝛoue by the Scriptures ot the new Teſtament, 
that Pſalmes and Hymnes were ſongue in the Churche at 
publique ſernice, which thyng yet appeareth moſt plapnelpe 
to be done in the olde Teſtament, J wyll here omit that 
Saint Ambꝛoſe in his expoſition vpon the, riiii, Chapter of 
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the kyꝛſt to the Cozinthians ſapth moſte plapnelp: that the 
maner of pꝛopheſping whiche Paule teacheth, was deryued 
out of the Sinagoges, into our Churches. To theſe J could 
bꝛyng foozth other thynges, and that not a fewe in number 
(yf tyme luffered me to conſider diligentty the matter) which 
our Church haue boꝛowed out of Poſes decrees. And that 3 
may ſpeake only of holy dapes, which we kepe in memoꝛp of 
our Lo2des reſurrection, byꝛth and death of Chzyſt,+ Pente⸗ 
coff : choulde we therfoze abolpſhe them, becauſe they be the 
reliques of the olde law? You ſee, as J ſuppoſe, by all theſe 
thynges, howe that not all that pertayned to the Pzteſthood 
of Aaron, ts ſo abolpſhed, that nothyng of it mape be retap⸗ 
ned oz vſed of vs at theſe dayes. oz here pe ſhal not by and 
by aye, that this is nothyng els but to open a wpndowe to 
all abuſes, as to holy water, ſenſpnges in the Churche, and 
to infinite ſuche other: Foz the aduerſaries wyll ſtrapght 
ape you this aunſwere. Fyzff of all, that there muſt be li⸗ 
mitted a meaſure in any caſe, aſwell of thoſe that be reſer- 
ued, as thoſe that ſhalbe bzought agayne into the Churche. 
And ſecondarylye, that no opinion oz vertue of religion is 
at all to be attributed vnto them, contrarpwiſe to that 
we ſee is done of the papiſtes in theyꝛ holy water t ſenſpngs. 
Laſt of all, there muſt good heede be taken, leſt our Chꝛiſtian 
libertie be bꝛought into ſome daunger, which ſhoulde be, in 
eaſe yfÞ ſuch thyngs as be reſerued oz reſtozed,be appoynted 
neceſſarye meanes foz to obtepne ſaluation. Foz ſo are ſuch 
thynges to be bzought in agapne, oz to be tollerated, that 
they be layde away when thep appeare not to be put to good 
vſe. And ſo it ſeemeth to me, we mult do at this tyme 


with this dinerſitic of apparell, accozdyng as J declared my 
mynde befoze. Foz J woulde, and nowe wyſhe, that they 


were lapde aſpde: but fozfomuch as pet hytherto it hath not 
pꝛeuapled (vntyll better map be) thynke we ought to beare 
them. And pk it pleaſed God, J woulde that the Churches 
of Germanp myght redeeme thepz libertie with this one in⸗ 
conuentence, although J wiſhe by al meanes, that no ſuper⸗ 


luous thpng choulde be fozcedvpon them. But let vs cons 
der 


ſider pour other argument, that is to fay:Jt is not la włull to 
vle theſe kinde of veſtures, becauſe they were inuented of the 
popes tiranny. In this poynt J do not well perceyue howe 
it maye be affirmed foz a ſuretie, that we can vſe nothyng 
that pertepned to the Pope, and ts vſed in popery. Truelp, 
we mult take good heede that we bꝛyng not the Churche of 
Chꝛiſt into ſuch bondage, that it may not vſe any thyng that 


the pope vſed. It is very true, that our fozefathers toke the 


Fuſcb. hin. 
Cap. xxxi. 


Chꝛiſt ſhould be woꝛſhypped: And they toke alſo the ſalarie 
and reuenues conſecrated to the Jdolles of the Gentyles, to 
theyꝛ wicked ſhewes and plapes, and to they2 holy votaries 
virgins, x tranſpoſed it to finde the Piniſters of the Church; 
And pet all theſe thynges dyd not onlye ſerupce vnto Anti- 
chꝛiſt, but vnto the deuyll. ea the holy Eccleſiaſticall wzy- 
ters, dyd not ſticke to take the Uearſes of Poetes, which had 
ben dedicated vnto Pulſes, and to other diners gods + god- 
deſſes, fo2 to be played in plapes, and ſpoken in ſhewes, to 
obtepne the fauour of theyꝛ gods: J ſaye they dyd nothyng 
ſtycke o2 feare to vſe them, when it ſeemed to them connent- 
ent, imitatyng Paule the Apoſtle, who ſtocke nothyng at all 
to rehearſe foz his purpoſe Menander, Aratus, and Epimeny- 
des, & that he did in intreatyng the holy Scripture, applipng 
pꝛophane wo2des, to ſet fozth gods religion. Me reade alſo 
howe that Wyne was conſecrated vnto Bacchus, Bꝛead vn⸗ 
to Ceres, Mater vnto Neptune, Dyle vnto Minerua, Let- 
tcrs'vnto Mercury, Song vnto the Muſis and vnto Apollo, 
and many other thynges Tertullian rehearſeth in his booke 
entituled de Corona militis Chriſtiani, where almoſt he en- 
treateth this ſelfe lame argument. Pet foz al that, we ſtycke 
not to vſe all theſe thynges freely, aſwell in holy, as in pꝛo⸗ 
phane vſes, although at one tyme o2 other befoze,they had be 
conſecrated to Jdolles and to deupls.  Powbcit, J wyll not 
graunt, that theſe diuerſities of veſtures haue their begyn⸗ 
nynges of the Pope, fozſomuch as I reade in the Eccleſiafti 
call Byſtozy, howe that John the Apoſtle woze at Epheſus, 
where he dwelled, a byſhops apparell, tearmyng it, Petalum 
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temples of Jdols, t turned them into hep ok allot where 
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ſeu lamina Pontiſicalis. Ag touchyng Saint Ctpꝛian the ho: 
lye artir, Pontius the Deacon waiteth,that a litle befoꝛe he 
ſhuld be beheaded, he gaue vnto hym that was appoynted to 
behead hym, his veſture called Birrus after he had put it of, 
to the Deacons he gaue his other veſture called Dalmatica, 
and ſo ſtode in lynnen. Chayſoſftome maketh mention of 
the whyte velture of the miniſters of the Church. Moꝛe⸗ 
ouer, the auncient wzyters declare vnto vs, that Chaiſtians 
when they came firſt vnto Chꝛiſtes religion, chaunged their 
apparell, and foz a gowne they dyd put on a cloke, foz the 
which cauſe when they were mocked of the Gentyles, T er- 
tullian wꝛote a very learned treatiſe, De Pallio, that is to ſap, 
of a Cloke: Neyther, as J take it, you be ignozaunt, that a 
whyte veſture was wont to be geuen to them that were 


baptized. Wherfoze it appeareth, that befoze the Popes ti⸗ 


ranny ouerwhelmed the Church, there was ſome maner of 
diuerſttie of apparell in the Church. But be it ſo, let them 
be the inuention of the Pope, as you woulde haue it: yet 
notwithſtanding, foz the reſpecte of the papiſticall inuention 
in them, J can not be perſwaded ſo muche impietie to be 
therin, that whatſoeuer it toucheth, it doth by and by ſo in⸗ 
fete and cozrupt, that it cannot be lawfull foz good and god- 
ly men to vſe it Godly, J ſuppoſe, ye vnderſtande what my 
tudgement is, epther in reſerupng,oz bzinging in agayne the 
Poilaticall oꝛ papiſticall rites. 

Nowe that J haue bziefelpe gone ouer theſe two chiefe 
popntes of your reaſons, J come vnto that whiche ye alſo 
graunt: That all thynges inuented by man, be not foꝛth⸗ 
with to be reiected and condemned. Foz what is it els but 


In Math. 

cap. 26. 
Hom.$z, ct 
ad popul. 
Ant.Hom. 
609. 


mans inuention, that we communicate at the Lozdes ta- 


ble, rather in the moznyng then when we haue dypned, 
It was alſo deupſed by man, that the value of ſuch thynges 
as was to be deupded in the pzimattue Churche, were 
layde at the feete of the Apoſtles. J graunt with vou, that 
theſe choyſes of apparell do not of it ſelfe edifie: And yet 
fo2 all that, other men wyll iudge it erpedient that they 
be tollerated foz a tyme, as though peraduenture by that 

C1 meanes, 


meants, theſe confentions wyll be auoyded, by which it is 
in hazarde left greater benefites and moꝛe ample commodi⸗ 
ties be hyndered, and (as we ſee it falleth ont) leſt mennes 
myndcs be withdzawen from the Goſpell. J wyll not here 
ſape, that they whiche ſtande to the defence of this matter, 
may pꝛetende ſome honeſt and iuſt fignification of the appa⸗ 
rell, and that not diſſentyng from the woꝛde of God, which 
is this. The Piniſters of the Church (as the pzophete Pa⸗ 
lachy witnefſeth)be Angels and Gods meſſengers ; but An- 
gels fo2 the molt part appeared, being clothed in whyte gar⸗ 
mentes. J pꝛap pou, howe ſhall we debarre the Church of 
this libertic, that it can not ſignifie ſome good thyng, in ſet- 
tyng foo2th they? rites and ceremonies, eſpecially beyng ſo 
done, that no maner of Gods honour is attributed vnto 
them, and that they be in ſight comelp, and in number few, 
and that Chaiſtian people be not with them duerburdened, e 
matters of greater impoztaunce be omitted. Peraduenture 
pou wyll ſay to me: Let Piniſters of the Churche declare 
themſelues to be Angels, t not repꝛeſent Angels by lignificas 
tion. But Paule the Apoſtle might ſo haue ben aunſwered, 
when he taught the Cozinthians that it was meete that a 
woman ſhoulde haue her head couered, and a man his head 
vncourered, vrgyng it only inreſpece of ſignification. Foz 
ſome man of the Church myght haue aunſwered hym, ſay- 
ing: Let a man declare hym ſelfe to be head of his wyfe,and 
let a wyfe declare her ſelfe to be ſubiect vnto her huſbande, 
not in ſigncs, but in decdes and conuerſation. But pet 
Paule tudged it a meete and a pzofitable thyng, that both 
of them, aſwell the man as the woman, ſhould be moniſhed 
of theyꝛ ductie by ſuch a ſigne oꝛ action. Foz by ſuch ſignes 
and meanes, we be ſtirred vp to do our office and duetie, foz 
they bꝛyng into our myndes that whiche is decent foz vs to 
do. And pk hereby the weakelpnges take an occaſion of er- 
rour, let them be monyſhed that they be but indifferent 
thynges, and let them be taught that no part of Gods honoz 
and religion is placed in them. 

Nowe, whether the eyes of them that be pꝛeſent, be tur- 
ned 
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ned cleane away from thynkyng of ſerious matters, becauſe 

of the diuerſitie of apparell, peraduenture euery man wpll 

not graunt it. Fy2\t the aduerſaries maye aunſwere, that 

| this ſhall not folow, yfſuch apparell be appopnted that hath j 
no go2geonſneſle, but is playne, and vſed befoze in the | 
Church: Foz no man maruelles at thoſe thynges that be b 
dayly vſed, and of ſmall value. Nay it is moze like, that men 
beyng ſtirred with the reuerence of them, ſhall haue thepz 
cogitacions moze attentiuely vpon ſerious thynges : foz the 
erternall partes of the ſacramentes, ſeeme to be inſtituted to 
this ende, that we euen of the very ſyght, and of our externe 
ſenſis, ſhoulde be inwardely moued to haue contemplation 
of diuine thynges. Neyther ſuppoſe J by and by a tiranny 
to be b2zought in, pf any thyng that is indifferent ſhoulde be 
recepued into the Thurch to be done, and that many ſhould 
conſtantly obſerue the ſame. obe a dayes we do mini⸗ 
ter the Lo2des ſupper in the moznpng,(o that we wyll not 
recepue at al after dyner in the publique congregation. But 
who wyll ſay that this ſauoureth of any tiranny, which we 
all do with one wyll and conſent : Truelp it woulde 
pleaſe me rather, (as J haue oftentymes rehearſed) that we 
ſhoulde only do thoſe thynges that Chzyſte dyd, and Paule 
delpuered: but pt there be ſome indifferent thynges added, 

J woulde not nowe therefoze greatly contende, eſpecially 
fozſomuch we lee that they by whom the lyght of the Gol⸗ 
pell is much aduaunced in England, and dayly may be moze 
aduaunced, do take part agaynſt vs. J graunt with you, 
that all which is not offayth is ſpnne: Reuertheleſſe, that 
which is wꝛitten of Saint Paule to Titus, ſeemeth greatly 
to ſerue foz to eaſe and quiet the conſcience, that is: All Tir i. d 
thynges are cleane to the cleane. And to Timothy: Euery rng 
creature is good. Fo? it is not neceſſarplp required that we 1. Tim. ini a. 
ſhoulde pꝛoue enery particuler thyng which we vſe, to be er- 

pꝛeſſely mentioned in the Scriptures. It is enough general⸗ 

ly to knowe this kapth: That indifferent thynges can not 

cozrupt thoſe that be of a pure 1 and ſincere conſcience 


in thepz dopnges. 
C2 Theſe 


Theſe thynges haue J bziefely gathered together, as 
touchyng the controuerſie whiche ye pꝛopoſed vnto me, out 
of the which, J beſeche God with all my hart, that ye mape 
ſchyft your handes well of. And J deſyze pou to take in good 
part that J haue waitten : foz yf J coulde haue aunſwered 
epther moꝛe ſubſtancially oz moze plapnelp, J woulde haue 
ſatiſfied pour requeſt to my power. But fozbecauſe it is not 
graunted to euery man to wpte handſomely and redylp of 
theſe matters, pou mult needes pardon me. And aſſure your 
ſelfe further of this one poynt, that J am redy nowe and at 


all tymes to beleue the trueth, when J ſhall be otherwapes 


inſtructed. In the meane ſeaſon, thynke pe not that this 
indgement whiche here J haue declared vnto you, was but 
nowe fyzſte perſwaded vnto me. Foz even from the begyn⸗ 
nyng, ſynce that J applyed my ſelfe vnto the Goſpell, my 

mynde was, that this difference of veſture ſhoulde be 

taken awape: but pet ſo, that 3 dpd not iudge it of 
they2 owne nature eyther wicked, oz pernitious. 

I beſeche God almyghtie to pzeſerue you 

ſafe « ſounde with all your houſes 
holde, thzongh Chꝛyſt Jeſus 
our Lode, 

Farewell At Oxforde, che fourth of 


Noucmber. 15 50. 


Yours both in minde and ſpirite yyholly, 
Peter Martir. 


of mpliſſomo FROM et Colend: uſo mo 
Symmilte loannia Laſco. 


T The Lorde graunt vnto vs in theſe troubleſome 
mes of the Church, to begyn and finiſ he all things 
that offences and daungers not encreaſed. Amen. 


he moze diligently J weigh and 
= conſyder, both what fruite we may ga⸗ 
"i Ather by this controuerſte of veſtures, x 
8 z alſo what @athan goeth about thereby 
to woꝛke: J woulde haue wythed befoze 

5 the Lozde, that it neuer once hadde ben 

AS ſpoken of, but rather that all mcn of 
our kunction had agreeably and ſtoutlpe gone fozwarde and 
continued in teachyng true repentaunce, the holſome vſe of 
all thynges, pea in commendyng and puttyng on the appa⸗ 
rell of ſaluation. I ſee in very many right honozable (alas J 
ſay) I ſee their marneilous diligence in aboliſhing Amelech, 
concernyng ſtones, ſtockes, veſtures, x thoſe thynges that be 
without vs: when in they; deedes and whole lyfe they moſt 
ſtyflye retapne the whole Amelech Ctyll. A knowe alſo ſome 
that helpe fozward this ſiryfe,ſo that in the meane tyme the 
chiefe and moſt neceſſary poyntes are leſſe regarded & called 
vpon, that is: of remouyng ſacrilegious perſons from ſpoy- 
lyng of Churches: ol pꝛoupdyng fyt miniſters foz euery pas 
ryſhe: of the reſtozpng of diſcipline agayne, As foz my part 
pf à thought thoſe ceremonies and veſtures were impure of 
them ſelues, J woulde not take bppon me in any wyſe the 
office of a Byſhop, vntyll by ozdinary aucthozitie they were 
taken away. ic. But to the purpoſe, J thynke it not in 
partinent vnto this matter, that we all be admonyſhed to 
take heede of @athans accuſtomed fleyghtes, whereby he 
leadeth vs away from the care of neceſſary thynges, to the 
carefulneſſe of thoſe thynges whiche may be well let paſſe, 
and from the ſearchyng out of the a of CROW to 
3 nduce 
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induce vs to thoſe things,wherin few can conſent a like, x ff 
nally,by the which he kyndleth in diuers men a zele to purge 
thoſe thynges which are without vs, thereby to neglect our 
inwarde defozmities. And ſeyng whatſocuer we do eyther 
in woꝛde oz deede, both pꝛiuatelp and publiquely, we ought 
to do it in the name of our Lo2d Jeſu Chailt, geuing thanks 
by hym to God the father: Sureip it is our duetie, no leſſe 
circumſpecly to beware that we nether do noz leaue vndone 
any thyng, whereof we haue not ſure o2 certapne auctozitie 
out of Gods wo2de, touchyng our actions and matters do⸗ 
meſticall and E ccleſtaſticall. It is alwa pes t in all thyn ges 
ſynne, whatſoeuer is not of fapth of the certayne wozde of 
God, | 
But to conſider this queſtion in it ſelfe. J haue, ac- 
coꝛdyng to my gykte, wepghed pour reaſons, and pet J can 
perccyue no other, but that the vſe of all externall thynges, 
aſwell in holy ceremonies, as in pꝛiuate matters, ought'to 
be left free to the Churches of God. J call that free ble, 
wherin godly men vle thynges created of God without any 
ſuperſtition, and toa certapne edifiyng of they; fayth in 
Chꝛyſt. J verply (as I hanc confelTed vnto pou, and haue 
declared in deede vnto our countrepmen) had rather that 
no kynde of veſture whiche the papiſtes vſed, were retays 
ned amongſt vs, and that both foz the moze fultdeteſtation 
of the Antichꝛiſtian pzieſthood, and alſo foz playner aduou⸗ 
chyng of Chziſtian libertie: yea and to be ſhozte, foz the 
auopdyng of daungerous contentions among the bzethzen, 
(though notwithſtandyng J woulde haue the Pinilters of 
Churches to vſe ſage veſture, and ſuch whereby they myght 
be diſcerned from other men) but chiefely J woulde ail the 
diſcipline of Chzilt to be in foꝛce among vs: Pet J can not 
be bzought by any Scriptures (as farre as 4 ſee hytherto)to 
denye that the true ꝙiniſters of Chꝛiſtes Churche may vſe 
without ſuperſtition, and to a certayne edification of fayth 
in Chailt, any of thoſe veſtures whiche the Antichziſtians a⸗ 
buled. Foz what ſhoulde let, but that the Churches maye 
vſe that whyte vellure, oz moze velkures, to r 
pꝛecileig 


p2eciſely of that diuine benefite which he by the holy miniſle⸗ 
rie of the Church dealeth vnto vs, the benefite J ſaye of the 
lyght and dignitie of that heauenly doctrine: © by the which 
alſo the Piniſters them ſelues may be the moze mpndfull of 
they offyce, and had both fo2 it, and by the admonyſhment 
of that outwarde token, tn greater reuerence of the common 
people of the Churche, Whether we wyll oz nape, we are 
compelled to conłeſſe, that the inſignes of them that beare 
publique offices, helpe ſomethinges to retapne and encreaſe 


the anctozitie of Pagiſtrates and publique power, yk other 


thynges want not, by the which the true reuerente is geuen 
vnto them. Foz yk theſe thynges be not iopned with thoſe 
enſignes, they induce not a veneration, but rather the ſingu⸗ 
ler deteſtation of them, who vnwozthyly vſe theſe notes of 
vertue. Signes in deede are ſignes, and not the thynges : 
pet how much they are able to admonyſhe t moue the mynd 
(God geuyng the increaſe) he that obſerueth, wyll wonder. 

Wherefoze, whereas the true dignitie of 
Pinilters is euident;+ if any Church by publique 
iugement do conſent vpon the retaining of certain veſtures, 
only foz the cdmendyng vnto vs of the gyftes of God which 
he geueth by the miniſtery of the Church, and foz to put the 
ponger and ruder ſozt in mynde, without all ſuperſtition 2 
Truclpe J can not ſee why ſuche vſe of veſtures in ſuche a 
Church, map not ferue to ſome commendation of the holye 
miniſterie, and ſo conſequentlye to the edification of fayth. 
Foz what let is there, but at this day they which are indued 
with the (ame ſpirite offaith,may vſe a few ſignes as godly, 
as the auntient holy men haue vſedmany 2 They had (you 
wyll ſap)erpzeſſe waiting concerning the vſe of their ſignes. 
J graunt, and in deede it made much touchyng the true vſe 


of their ſignes. But in that God dyd commaunde the vſe of 


thoſe and many ſignes, we certaynly learne, that the vſe of 

thoſe ſignes may ſerue (he geuyng grace) to pzomote true 

religion, and that it hath none vncleanneſſe in it ſelfe, oꝛ ſu⸗ 

perſtition: neither can be by the abuſe of the wicked ſo pollu- 

ted, that it can nat be healthful to-godly men vſyng it _ 
9 
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Nowe when as God by his wozde hath ſancified all thyngs 
by our p2ayers, and hath made al thynges pure to the pure, 
What cauſe can we alleage out of the wozde of God,to deny 
that god wyl not bleſſe ſuch vſe of ſignes(wherof we ſpeake) 
that it ſhould not be effectuous to that Church to ſome com- 
mendation of the miniſterp, and therof alſo to ſome edifica- 
tion of fapth? Foz howe can it be, but that he which pzomt- 
fed to bleſſe all the wozkes of our handes whiche we take in 
his name, wyll denpe his blefſyng to theſe ſignes, ſeyng he 
hath no where foꝛbydden ſuch a vſe of them as we haue er- 
pounded, and hath made vs Lozdes ofthe Sabboth, and all 
other thynges of this wozlde? - 

But pk we graunt that theſe thynges which J haue ſpo⸗ 
ken concernyng the vſe of ſuch ſignes, map be: it is ſurelpe 
the part of bzotherly charitie, commaunded vs by God, to 
leaue ſuch vſe of ſuche ſignes in ſuch a Churche, free, to the 
iudgement and conſcience of that congregation, ercepte we 
ſee an open abuſe, eyther of ſuperſtition (as if theſe thynges 
were vſed as conteynyng in themſelues ſome part of godly 
wozlhip of themlelues) oz of contention(as if they dilpleaſed 
the greater and better part of the Church) oz of gettyng of 
good wyll of ſome men, whom in theſe thynges we ought 
not to gratifie, becauſe they therby go about to bzyng a ſer» 
_ nitute, vnwozthy foz Chailkian men. 

It was euident at Saint Paules tyme, by the moſt deare 
Scriptures of God, that the vſe of dayes, meates, al other 
erterne thynges, was made free, and it was a ſure token of 
infirmitie in fayth to doubt therof: pet the holy ghoſte pꝛo⸗ 
nounceth, that ſuch weaklinges ought to be recepued, not to 
the troublyng of their cogitations, and not to be contemned 
of the ſtronger in fayth, and that in theſe thynges it myght 
be graunted to enery one to be ſure of his owne ſenſe, ſeyng 
that the Lo2d had recepued theſe weaklynges. 


obe if the holy ghoſt woulde haue men to yelde ſo much 

to them which were in a manyfeſt errour, inaſmuch as they 

depended vp him in the chiefelt « neceſſary partes of ſincere 

religion; what ought to be graunted to theſe concerning — 
ce 
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free vſe ok external thinges whom we can not connic of any 
errour by Gods wozde ? Foz howſoener J examine and ers 
pende thofe your two arguments (that is: They are the imi⸗ 
tation of the Aaronicall pzieſthood, and the markes of Anti- 
chꝛiſtes pꝛieſthood, and therfoze ought to be eſchewed of them 
that loue Chꝛyſt) yet that thyng whiche you woulde, is not 
hercby concluded. Foato imitate Aarons ceremontes, is 
not of it ſclfe vitious: but only then when men ble them as 
neceſſaric to ſaluation, oꝛ to ſigniſie that Chꝛyſte is pet foz to 

come to take fleſhe vpon hym. | 

Foz yk by no meanes it be lawfull to vſe thoſe thynges 

whiche were of Aarons Pꝛieſthood, oz of the Gentyles,then 
is it not lawfull foz vs to haue Churches, noz Holydayes. 

Foz there is no erpzeſſe commaundement by wozde in the 

holy Scriptures of theſe thynges: It is gathered notwith- 
ſtandyng, from the example of the olde people, that they are 
p2ofitable toꝛ vs, to the increaſe of godlines,which thing alſo 

erpertencep:oueth. Foz any thing to be a note of Antichziſt, 

is not in the nature ot any creature in it ſelfe(foz to that end 

nothyng was made of God) but it hangeth altogether of 
conſentyng to Antichziſtes religion, and the pzofeſſing ther- 
of. The whiche conſent and pꝛofeſſion beyng chaunged in- 

to the conſent and p2ofelſlon of Chziſtianitie, there can ſticke 
in the thynges chem ſelues, no note oꝛ marke of Antichziſtes 
religion. The vſe of Belles was a marke of Antichziſtiani⸗ 
tie in our Churches, when the people by them were called to 
Maſſes, and when they were rong agaynſt tempeſtes: nowe 
they are a token of Chꝛiſtianitie, when the people by them 
are gathered together to the Goſpell of Chzilt, and other ho- 
lye actions. Why may it not then be, that the ſelfe ſame gar⸗ 
ment may ſerue godly with godly men, that was of wicked 
ſignification with the vngodly? Truelp 3 know very manp 
miniſters of Chꝛiſt, moſte godly men, who haue vſed godlye 
theſe veſtures, t at this day do pet vſe them: So that J dare 

not foz this cauſe aſcribe vnto them any fault at all, muche 
leſſe ſo heynous a fault of comunicating with Antichziſt, foz 
the whiche fault we may vtterly refuſe to Communicate 
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God fo2byd that J choulde reiopce, ſauyng in the Croffe of 
our Lo2de Jeſus Chziſt, wherein the woꝛlde is crucified to 
me, and J to the wozlde. It pleaſeth me ryght well, that all 
Antichꝛiſtes traſhe ſhoulde be remoued away, as farre as 
myght be. J meane not onlpe his enſignes and markes, but 
all his ſteppes and ſhadowes in what thyng ſocuer they 
ſeeme to ſtande, whether it be in ſtockes, ſtones, garmentes, 
o2 whatſocuer other thyng cls it be. But let vs endeuour 
our ſelues to banylhe fy2ſt the body and ſubſtaunce of Anti⸗ 
chziſt, and then after his enſignes, ſteppes, and ſhadowes. 
The bodp and ſubſtaunce of Antichziſt, conſiſteth in the wic⸗ 
ked deſtroyers and ſpoylers of Churches, by whoſc meanes, 
not onlye Chaiſtes diſcipline, but alſo all the whole doctrine 


is oppꝛeſſed and put out of place. 


When J conſider theſe thinges, and agapne looke backe 
(as J ought to do) towarde the pzeceptes of the Lozve, and 
his examples: J wylhe with al my hart, that as many of vs 
as wyll be Chꝛyſtes folowers in deede, that euen ſo we ear⸗ 
neſtly go about to reſtoze his kingdome, as the L ozd himſelf 
went about to begin it, and that we ſeke it befoꝛe all other 
thynges, and let the pꝛeachers in all doctrine & diſcipline in⸗ 
ſtruct the people, be ſuche who foz our Loꝛde Chꝛyſtes ſake 
t the pacachyng of the Goſpell wyll be redy to leaue all: and 
that by theſe mens minifterie we bzyng the people to the 
kyngdome of Chꝛiſt, and let vs appoynt to euery flocke their 
owne faythfull ſhepheard, who may labour no leſſe to call 
agapne the true notes and markes of Chziſtianitie, as to 
abolyſhe vtterly the markes and notes of Antichaiſtianitie, 


whiche J woulde wythe ſo abolyſhed, that there remapned 


not ſo muche as the memozy of them in any mens hartes. 
But ſeeyng that this thyng can not be bzought to paſſe, vn-. 
leſſe Chꝛyſtes kyngdome be fully receyned, J woulde wiſhe 
that all we ſhould to that ende beſtowe al our ſtrength, vnto 
the whiche wozke, foz as muche as we nede many wozkefe- 
lowes, J woulde wiſhe(with all ſuch as truely loue the Lozd 
Icſus) that we ſet apart all diſſention,and ioyne in one per⸗ 
fect conco2de-ts endeugur our ſelues to (et vpon the common 
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adnerſary. We ſee now beyng taught by the erpericnce of 
ſo many peres, that the Lo2d graunteth but to a fewe,to de⸗ 
part from that ſentence which they haue once faſtened them 
ſelues in, ſpecially pt they haue alſo contended fo2 the ſame; 
ſo that we ſhalbe infoꝛced eyther to diſſolue chaiſtian Comu- 
nion with many whõ the Lo2d hath receyued,o2 els we muſt 
geue place one to another, to the intent that epther of them 
may reſt in their owne iudgement, though the other dillent. 
It is a very harde thyng in deede, yea to moſte holy men, to 
denye them ſelues, and he is ſeldome founde among men, 
whiche would not be content rather to pelde in his patrimo- 
nye,then in the opinions of his witte. Nowe then where as 
we ſec almightie God to beare this our infirmitie in vs ſo 
mercykully, fye on the hardnes of our hartes,yf the crample 
of our Loꝛde and God can not encline + mollifie our hartes, 
to the lpke mercy and pacience. Wherefoze J conclude, that 

we ought to take great diligent heede: Fyꝛſt that we take 

not vpon vs ſtraight wap, to determine all queſtions as they 
riſe, pea, let vs ſturre none at al which thꝛoughly tend not to 
the kyngdome of Chaift. Let vs acknowledge the weakencs 
of our wytte and tudgement, Let vs ſtande in feare of our 
naturall arrogancie, and our peuiſhe ſelfewill in our owne 
inuentions. All thynges neceſſary to ſaluation, are ſet fozth = 
vnto vs openty,clcarely, e plenteoudy in the holy ſcriptures, | of 
and in the ſtudy and perfection thereok, euerp one of vs wan- ; 
teth very muche. Let vs labour then to fulfyll, and once to 
make vp our imperfection with godly ſtudies. Df all other 
matters, let vs diſpute moſt warelp, let vs define moſt lowly 
oz neuer, let vs contende at no time. Jfat any tyme thꝛough 
the craft of Satan, and our owne negligence, variaunce ſhal 
ryſe in theſe thynges, let vs betyme leaue of from the ſame 
as ſoone as we can, by whatſoeuer way we map, oꝛ els let vs 
make ſome trule in them. Seldome is there any victozy ob- 
tapned:ycaneucr holſome vicozy gotten. 

Hereby (moſt godly ſir)you ſee vndoubtedly what is beſt 
to be done, both in this controuerſie of veſtures, and alſo of 
the libertie of other Ceremonies. J had rather then muche 
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goodes this queſtion had neuer ben moned: but nowe ſeeyng 
it is moued, J wylhe it to be geuen ouer and deferred to 
ſome other tymes. 5 | | 
Theſe pour two argumentes ; It is a peece of Aarons 

Prieſthood, and therfore contumelibus toward Chriſt novre 
exhibited, as then glorious, when.he was to be exlubited. 

Secondarily; T heſe are notes of Antichriſtianitie, and ther- 

tore not to be vſed of men geuen to Chriſtianitie. Theſe 
reaſons ( fay) conclude not in my iudgement, that whiche 
you toke in hande. Foz we bozowe many thynges godlye 
from the oꝛders of Aarons Pꝛieſthood, to the glozy of Chꝛyſt 
nowe erhibited. So many thynges whicbe the Antichziſtes 
haue made markes of they? impietic, may be tokens of the 
kyngdome of Chzylt, as the ſignes of bzead and wyne, the 
water of Baptiſme, the laping on of handes, pzeachynges, 
Churches,Þolpdayes,and many other thynges. Alſo theſe 
places of &cripture are ofa great ſcope. The earth and the 
kulnes thereof is of the Loꝛd, not of the Deuplt, not of Anti- 
chꝛiſte, not of the wycked. And agapne, the ſonne of man is 
Loꝛde of the Sabboth, and the Sabboth is made foz man, 
and not man foz the Sabboth ; And all thynges are pure to 
the pure: And euery creature of God is good, no2 can be de⸗ 
filed to good men, by the abuſe of eupll men. The woꝛde of 
God mult be folowed in all reſpeces, aſwell in our patuate 
actions, as publike. Foz all thynges are to be done in the 
name of the Loze Jeſt1;and to the glvzp of God, Then ſuch 


 libertieas we graunt to our ſelues in our pꝛiuate vſe of ery. 


ternall thinges, let vs not denye in publike. The true ſpirite 
of Chꝛiſt goyng about to ouerthzowe Antichailt, ouerthꝛo⸗ 
weth fyꝛſt thoſe thynges whiche are chiefe and peculier vnto 
him. Foz fyꝛſt the ſpirite of Chaiſt endenozing the reſtitution 
of Chaiſtes kyngdome, reſtozcth firſt doctrine and diſcipline, 
which be the chiefe c peculicr poyntes of Chaiſtes kingdome, 

This colourable craft of Satan alſo muſt be taken heede 
of, by the which he bzingeth to paſſe oftentymes,that epther 
we recken thoſe thynges ſinnes whiche are no finnes, and 


thoſe that be ſinnes in deede, we leeme not to regarde 27 
| n 
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in dur ſelues : Oz els agaynſt thoſe ſinnes which our conſct- 
ence defpne to be ſinnes in deede, we vle no ſuche ſeueritie 
as wc ought. 

The Lo2de graunt that you, ryght wozſhypfull frende, 
may religiouſly weygh thele thinges. J knowe pou ſeeke the 
glozy of Chaſt, and J haue harde of you wherein J retopce, 
that pou are carefull of pour iudgement, ſo that you dare not 
firayghtway recken the ſame foz ſure and certayne, though 
pou ſeeme to folowe playnely the \po2de of God, thynkyng 
with your ſelte that you are a man, and that pou mape ſlyde 
out of the wap. 

Theretoze J deſpꝛe and beſeche pou by the Croſſe of the 
ſonne of God, by the ſaluation of the Churches whiche are 
at this day oucrwhelmed with calamities,by the deſired con- 
ſent that we ſhoulde fecke to raigne in all Churches,by the 
peace that is in Chaiſt Jeſu : Agapne J deſyze and beſeche 
pou, that pou do nothpng raſhelp in thts queſtion of Cere⸗ 
monies. You haue ſeene weake members in the Churches 
of Saxonie, you haue ſcene alſo many thinges fo2 the which 
you gene God thankes. Let no man therfoze ercept it be vp- 
pon great neceſlitie, caſt of thoſe, whom the Loꝛde hath ſo 
notablye taken to hym. O woulde to God the ſtate of the 
Churches of Fraunce,Jtaly,Poleland,were bꝛought to this 
popnte. Let vs in this Realme take moſt godly heede, that 
we further not vnawares the deuils intentes,who thzoweth 
in among vs ſundzp queſtions « controuerſies:leſt we ſhould 
take in hande to handle the queſtion of ſettyng fozwarde the 
doctrine of the Goſpell, and reſtozyng of diſcipline, and ther- 
by to remoue all Drones from Eccleſtaſticall and ſcholaſti⸗ 
call miniſteries. This Sathan, when he can not retaine 
the oꝛder of Biſhops wholly in ſeruice vnto hym, he gocth 
about vtterly to abolyſhe this oꝛder, & by that occaſion ſo to 
ſpoyle the Churches, that whyles due ſtipendes want, the 
holy miniſterie may be committed to the vileſt of the raſkall 
people. Let vs take heede of theſe cogitations of Satan, and 
let vs withſtande them as much as we can, by the power of 
the Lozde,and by no meanes vnaduiledip to helpe them fo2- 

warde. 


warde. Fetve we are whiche ſincerely pꝛotelle the Lozd Je- 


ſus, and none of vs there is, whiche is not oppzeſſed with 
much infirmitte: thcrefo2e let vs receyue one another, as the 
Loꝛde hath recepued vs. Let vs pelde mutually one to ano- 
ther, as the Loꝛde hath pelde to vs, whiche ſincere and dew- 
tifull loue, i it beare ſtroke among vs, we ſhall be able with 
one ſpirite, ⁊ one mouth, # with our whole myght, to diſcom- 
fyte the body t ſubſtaunce of Antichziſt. And fo afterwarde 
without any offence of 45 good, and with certapne edificati⸗ 
on of fapth among the chyldꝛen of God, we mape bꝛyng to 
paſſe the vtter defacing of all the markes, ſteppes, and ſha- 
dowes of Antichꝛiſt. | ED 
O Lozd Zeſus, thou our onlpe peacemaker, aſvell with 
the father, as betwirt our ſelues, banntſh out of our mindes 
whatſoeuer dzaweth vs in ſunder,whatſocuerdarkeneth the 
clearenes of iudgement among our ſelues, whatſoeuer by 
any wap hyndereth the abſolute concoze in thy miniſters 
in defence of thy kyngdome, and in deſtroying the tirannpe 
of Antichziſt. Powꝛe into our mindes thy holy ghoſt, which 
may leade vs into all trueth, who graunt vs to ſee and take 
in hande all one thing: but fy2ſt of all that which is chiefeſt, 
whereby the ſtrength of thy kyngdome may be reſtozed vnto 
vs, and all thynges pertaynpng to Antichziſt, map cleane be 
blotted out of all mens hartes and memo. The goodnes 
and loue of the ſonne of God, foz his infinite loues ſake to⸗ 
warde vs,vouchſafe to geue vs theſe thinges, ta the glozy of 
his name, to the ſaluation of his elect, and that the wycked 


ſap notfiyil, where is theyz Chʒiſt. Amen, 


Deditiſſimus tibi in domino Martinus Bucerus. 


© [Imprinted at London in Powles 


Churchyarde by Richarde lugge, 


Printer to the Queenes 
| Maieſtie. 
Cum priuilegio Re giæ Maieſtatis. 


